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PASTORAL  LETTER. 


JOHN, — By  the  Grace  of  God,  and  appointment  of  the  Holy  See, 
Bishop  of  Sandwich ,  to  the  Clergy ,  Religious  Communities  and 
Laity  of  our  Diocese ,  health  and  benediction  in  the  Lord. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, 

It  is  our  pleasing  duty  to  make  known  to  you  officially  that  our 
Holy  Father,  the  immortal  Pius  IX.,  has  issued  Apostolical  Letters, 
summoning  the  Bishops  of  the  universal  Church  to  a  General  Council. 
By  the  Bull  of  Indiction,  “  Aeterni  Patrisf  dated  the  18th  of 
September,  1868,  he  proclaims  and  convokes  a  Sacred  (Ecumenical 
Council,  to  be  inaugurated  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1869,  in 
the  Vatican  Basilica  at  Rome;  and  commands  that  “from  every 
place  his  Venerable  Brethren,  the  Patriarchs,  Archbishops,  Bishops, 
Abbots,  and  all  others  to  whom  by  right  or  by  privilege  the  power 
has  been  granted  of  sitting  in  General  Councils  and  declaring  their 
opinions  therein,  shall  come  to  this  (Ecumenical  Council  proclaimed 
by  him.” 

This  nineteenth  century  has  witnessed  many  and  important  events 
in  the  social,  political  and  moral  orders ;  revolutions  and  counter 
revolutions  have  swept  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  destroying  ancient 
and  time-honored  landmarks,  abolishing  institutions  venerable  in  their 
antiquity  and  rendered  sacred  by  their  associations,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  shattering  thrones  into  fragments,  and  levelling  the  proudest 
monarchies  in  the  dust.  These  revolutions  have  developed  a  corres¬ 
ponding  change  in  the  thoughts,  the  habits  and  the  political 
associations  of  peoples.  In  the  inductive  and  accurate  sciences  the 
greatest  progress  marks  our  age.  By  our  railroads,  steam  and 
telegraphic  communications  the  most  distant  nations  are  brought  into 
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daily,  hourly  intercourse  with  each  other.  Thus  thought  is  concentrated 
and  the  material  interests  of  the  world  are  advanced.  We  point 
with  pride  to  these  important  scientific  results,  as  marking  the 
energy  and  progress  of  the  human  mind.  Nor  are  there  wanting 
equally  important  developments  in  the  moral  and  religious  worlds. 
Yet,  viewed  in  the  light  of  faith,  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the 
Sanctuary,  this  solemn  gathering  of  the  Prelates  of  the  Church  “to 
reform  abuses,  to  stem  the  tide  of  rationalism,  infidelity  and  indif- 
ferentism,  which  threatens  to  undermine  not  only  civil  society,  but, 

if  that  were  possible,  even  the  Church  of  God,”  will  be  the  greatest 

» 

and  most  important  event  of  the  age,  and  will  lead  to  results  far 
more  beneficial  to  man,  than  those  conferred  upon  him  by  scientific 
discoveries  and  material  progress. 

II. — It  is  now  over  three  centuries  since  the  world  witnessed  the 
last  of  these  solemn  gatherings,  of  which  the  Church  in  her  whole 
history  counts  but  eighteen.  At  that  time  there  had  gone  forth  from 
her  own  bosom  men  thirsting  for  novelty,  ravening  wolves,  inflated  by 
pride  and  ambition,  teaching  new  and  unheard  of  doctrines, — rebelling 
against  the  authority  of  the  Church,  and  rending  the  seamless  garment 
of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  their  blind  fury  and  hatred  of 
the  Church,  no  principle  however  sacred,  no  vow  however  solemn, 
but  was  violated  and  trampled  on.  Nor  was  their  success  trivial. 
The  principles  they  taught,  the  doctrines  they  inculcated,  carried 
with  them  the  elements  of  material  and  worldly  success.  They 
appealed  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  men  ;  for  authority  they 
substituted  private  judgment,  thus  flattering  pride  and  ministering  to 
vain  glory.  Reason,  from  being  the  disciple,  became  the  critic  of 
revelation,  and  religion  ceased  to  be  the  mistress,  and  became  the 
slave  of  man.  Yet  while  they  extolled  the  rights  of  reason  as  the 
judge  of  truth  and  falsehood,  as  the  ultimate  tribunal  of  what  was 
to  be  believed  and  what  rejected,  they  denied  the  free-will  of  man} 
making  the  “vocation  of  Paul  to  the  Apostleship  of  the  Gentiles 
and  the  adultery  of  David  equally  the  work  of  God;”  (Zwingle  d© 
Prov.  Tom.  i.  and  v.  Calvin  Institutes,  Lib.  iv.,  18.  Beza 
Aphorisms,  xxii.) 

Human  liberty  being  thus  disposed  of,  human  accountability  by 
a  logical  consequence  came  to  be  denied  also,  and  rapine,  lust  and 
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unbridled  ambition  spread  over  the  face  of  Europe  with  fearful  rapidity. 
Can  it  be  wondered  at,  that,  in  a  corrupt  and  licentious  age,  just 
emerging  from  semi-barbarism  into  the  light  of  modem  civilization, 
such  principles  should  prevail  with  the  multitude,  that  whole  nations 
and  peoples  casting  off  the  restraint  of  authority  should  make  shipwreck 
of  their  faith  1  Starting  from  Germany  the  new  doctrines  found 
willing  converts  in  the  North,  East  and  West  of  Europe.  “Alone,” 
says  Lord  Macaulay,  “of  all  the  northern  nations,  Ireland  remained 
faithful  to  the  ancient  faith/’  and  men  began  to  prophecy  that  the 
downfall  of  the  papacy  was  at  hand.  “  The  Gentiles  raged  and  the 
people  devised  vain  things.  The  kings  of  the  earth  stood  up  and  the 
princes  of  the  earth  met  together  against  the  Lord  and  against  his 
Christ.  Let  us  break  their  bonds  asunder,  and  let  us  cast  away  their 
yoke  from  us.  He  that  dwelleth  on  high  shall  laugh  at  them,  and  the 
Lord  shall  deride  them.” — Ps.  ii.,  1,  4,  7.  “God  looked  down  from  heaven 
on  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand, 
or  did  seek  God.” — Ps.  lii.,  3.  God  was  mindful  of  his  promises, 
and  would  not  abandon  His  Church  in  this  her  hour  of  need.  He 
had  founded  her  on  a  rock  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  should 
never  prevail.  Fifty  years  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Reformation, 
Catholicity  could  scarce  maintain  herself  on  the  shores  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  The  successor  of  the  Fisherman  spoke,  the  Pastors  of  the 
Church  assembled  at  Trent,  there  to  beseech  the  Father  of  Light  and 
God  of  all  consolation,  to  be  mindful  of  His  promises  to  that  Church 
which  He  had  acquired  by  the  blood  of  His  Son,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
heresy  and  schism.  We  know  the  result, — Protestantism  was  driven 
back  to  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  and  the  Catholic  Church  came  forth 
from  the  conflict — we  still  quote  Macaulay — “  bearing  indeed  the  marks 
of  cruel  wounds  upon  her  face,  but  with  the  principles  of  life  and 
action  and  reconstruction  strong  within  her — her  discipline  enforced,  her 
hierarchy  established,  her  doctrines  more  clearly  defined,  heresy  branded 
and  anathemised;  and  from  that  day  to  the  present,  Protestantism  has 
not  acquired  one  inch  of  additional  territory,  while  the  acquisitions  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  the  New  World  more  than  compensate  for 
the  loss  she  sustained  in  the  16th  century.”  Yet  the  evils  caused  by 
the  teachings  of  Luther  and  his  followers  have  not  been  wholly 
eradicated,  and  the  seed  sown  by  him  is  now  producing  its  bitter 
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fruit.  The  great  and  fierce  battles  of  error  against  truth,  of  Protest¬ 
antism  against  Catholicity,  which  characterized  the  16th  century  have 
ceased, — infidelity  and  a  general  indifference  to  all  religion  are  the 
characteristics  of  our  age.  The  principle  of  private  judgment  introduced 
by  the  reformers,  was  in  the  end  destructive  of  the  objective  reality  of 
the  truths  of  revelation — Ministers  no  longer  proclaim,  “thus  saith  the 
Lord,” — but  merely  give  an  opinion ;  the  creatures  of  their  congre¬ 
gations,  they  can  no  longer,  as  watchers  on  the  citadel  of  the  Church, 
denounce  “  wrath  and  judgment,”  “  wo  and  lamentation,”  against  the 
workers  of  iniquity  in  the  high  places.  The  wholesome  restraint  of 
authority  removed,  toleration  was  a  necessary  consequence  ;  not  that 
toleration  whereby  we  respect  the  honest  convictions  of  others, 
preventing  physical  violence  and  persecution,  leaving  every  one  to 
worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  ;  but  a 
toleration  which  approved  all,  even  the  most  glaring  contradictions 
in  faith,  as  the  workings  of  one  and  the  same  spirit.  Toleration 
begot  indifference,  and  indifference  in  religious  matters  is  the  fruitful 
parent  of  atheism  and  unbelief. 

And  so  it  is,  dearly  beloved  Brethren  ;  look  abroad,  and  what  a 
sad  spectacle  of  corruption  of  morals  and  religious  indifterentism  will 
present  itself.  Schools  and  Academies,  Colleges  and  Universities 
impart  the  highest  instruction  in  every  branch  of  human  knowledge  ; 
but  the  science  of  God  and  revelation,  the  science  of  the  Saints,  is 
banished  from  the  class  rooms  and  professors’  chairs.  Men  are  fast 
becoming  Godless,  under  the  operation  of  Godless  systems  of  education. 
The  eighty  propositions  condemned  by  the  Holy  Father,  in  His 
Encyclical  Letter,  “  Quanta  Curaf  show  the  fearful  ravages  already 
made  by  the  plague  of  rationalism  and  indifferentism,  and  the  festering 
sores  that  disfigure  the  face  of  society,  and  are  eating  their  way  to 
its  very  heart. 

This  declension  of  faith  has  led  to  a  corresponding  lowering  of 
the  moral  standard,  and  the  words  “useful,”  “expedient,”  have 
usurped,  in  modern  ethics,  the  domain  of  conscience  and  of  right — 
thus  verifying  the  words  of  the  royal  Psalmist : — “  The  fool  saith  in 
his  heart,  there  is  no  God,” — mark  the  consequence, — “  they  are 
corrupted  and  become  abominable  in  their  iniquities.”  This  is  no 
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unwarranted  assertion,  as  could  be  abundantly  proved.  Such  is  the  sad 
picture  of  the  loss  of  supernatural  faith,  and  a  consequent  corruption  of 
morals  presented  to  us.  In  America,  in  England,  in  Germany,  in  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  in  Scotland,  Protestantism  then,  as  has  been  of  late  abun¬ 
dantly  shown  by  Dr.  Ewer,  of  New  York,  is  no  longer  a  protest  against 
the  religion  of  Rome,  but  against  all  religion.  Positive  dogmatism 
is  no  longer  its  attribute — it  has  lost  the  very  few  pieces  of  the 
seamless  garment  which  it  took  along  with  it  at  its  first  separation, 
and  which  it  appeared  willing  to  preserve,  when  it  robbed  the 
Catholic  Church  of  thousands  of  its  nominal  believers. 

III. — Now  it  is  this  phase  of  the  public  mind,  it  is  this  indif- 
ferentism  in  religious  matters,  this  denial  of  all  dogmas,  which, 
rightly  considered,  is  but  the  logical  and  necessary  development  of 
the  principle  of  private  judgment  established  by  Luther,  that  so 
profoundly  afflicts  the  paternal  heart  of  the  Holy  Father.  He  has 
been  stripped  of  two-thirds  of  his  little  patrimony — the  capital  of 
his  remaining  possessions  is  kept  in  danger  and  alarm  from  the 
attacks  of  freebooters  and  robbers — even  his  sacred  person  is  not  safe 
from  the  plottings  and  machinations  of  his  wicked  and  unscrupulous 
enemies.  But  the  spoliation  of  his  territories  and  the  danger  to  his 
person  are  equally  forgotten,  in  his  regard  for  the  welfare  of  society. 
The  spread  of  infidelity,  the  corruption  of  morals,  the  utter  deprava¬ 
tion  of  youth,  the  general  and  wide-spread  disregard  for  the  sacred 
tie  of  marriage,—  these  are  among  the  evils  which  threaten  to 
undermine  religion  and  society, — these  are  the  evils  which  the  Holy 
Father  bewails.  It  is  to  remedy  these  evils,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
promote  “piety,  justice  and  probity,”  and  all  Christian  virtues, 
(u  Aeterni  Patris,” )  that  the  Holy  Father  has  summoned  a  General 
Council  of  the  Pastors  of  the  Church.  Mindful  of  the  glorious 
traditions  of  the  past,  that  civilization  and  religion  grew  up  and 
were  fostered  under  the  protecting  aegis  of  the  See  of  Rome,  the 
present  illustrious  occupant  would  be  unworthy  the  exalted  position 
he  occupies,  if  he  could  witness  unmoved  the  worse  than  pagan 
corruption  and  licentiousness  which  now  prevail,  and  against  which 
his  predecessors  successfully  battled.  Accordingly  his  solemn  warning 
has  gone  forth  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  summoning  together  the 
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prelates  and  pastors  of  the  church,  that,  “  comparing  counsel  ”  and 
“uniting  experience,”  they  may  find  some  remedy  for  these  evils. 
And,  at  his  voice,  from  East  to  West,  in  North  and  South,  along 
the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  and  in  places  and  territories  which 
scarcely  find  a  place  on  our  maps,  there  is  heard  the  sound  of 
preparation.  Aged  men,  Princes  of  the  Church,  men  remarkable  for 
their  wisdom,  and  piety,  and  learning,  even  in  an  age  of  intellectual 
refinement,  are  forgetting  their  infirmities,  their  local  duties,  and  are 
preparing  to  travel  over  seas,  and  oceans,  and  continents,  to  lay,  at 
the  feet  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  the  tribute  of  their  loyalty  and 
devotion,  and  share  with  him  his  tender  solicitude  for  religion  and 
society,  threatened  with  so  many  evils.  Truly  this  is  a  grand  spectacle, 
— that  of  men  of  all  nations  and  tongues,  living  under  every  form 
of  government,  with  nothing  in  common  save  a  common  faith,  thus 
coming  together  in  solemn  conclave,  to  deliberate  over  the  evils  of 
the  times  and  find  suitable  remedies  for  them.  All  may  not  indeeel 
find  a  remedy;  infidelity,  indifferentism,  and  heresy  may,  and  likely 
will,  continue  after  the  Council  has  brought  its  labors  to  a  close. 
But,  as  a  recent  writer  remarks,  “  when  the  successor  of  the 
Fisherman  calls  together  the  successors  of  the  Apostles,  we  may  look 
for  some  great  and  beneficial  results.” 

“In  this  (Ecumenical  Council,”  says  the  Holy  Father,  “.all  those 
things  are  to  be  most  accurately  weighed  and  determined,  which, 
especially  in  these  most  painful  times,  particularly  regard  the  greater 
Glory  of  God,  the  integrity  of  the  faith,  the  beauty  of  Divine 
Worship,  the  eternal  salvation  of  men,  and  both  discipline  and 
salutary  and  solid  instruction  of  the  clergy,  secular  and  regular  ; 
and  observance  of  ecclesiastical  laws,  and  reformation  of  morals,  and 
Christian  education  of  youth,  and  the  common  peace  and  concord  of 
all  ;  and  also  with  most  attentive  study  is  it  to  be  aimed  at  that, 
with  God’s  good  help,  all  evils  be  removed  from  the  Church  and 
civil  society—  that  miserable  wanderers  be  brought  back  into  the 
straight  patli  of  truth,  justice  and  salvation  ;  that  vices  and  errors 
being  expelled,  our  august  religion  and  its  healthful  doctrine  receive 
fresh  life  over  all  the  earth,  and  increase  daily  in  extent  and  power  ; 
and  thus  that  piety,  honorableness,  probity,  justice,  charity,  and  all 
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Christian  virtues  abound  and  flourish  to  the  vast  benefit  of  human 
society.” 

IV. — Considering,  therefore,  the  solemn  nature  of  this  gathering  into 
General  Council,  no  less  than  the  great  and  momentuous  objects  it 
has  in  view,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty,  dearly  beloved  Brethren, 
following  the  example  of  many  of  our  venerable  colleagues,  throughout 
the  Christian  world,  to  address  you$  in  this  Pastoral  Instruction,  on 
the  magisterial  authority  of  the  Church  in  matters  of  faith,  the 
rejection  of  which  by  Protestants  has  led  to  the  sad  results  we  see 
around  us  ;  as  also  on  the  nature  of  General  Councils,  and  their 
great  importance  and  bearing  in  Catholic  theology,  on  articles  of 
faith.  Thus  instructed,  we  shall  better  appreciate  the  action  of 
the  Holy  Father  in  convoking  this  General  Council  ;  we  shall 
also  be  in  a  position  to  appreciate  the  vast  importance  of  this 
event,  from  which,  we  doubt  not,  shall  date  a  new  era  of  glory  for 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

Rule  of  Faith. 

We  are  all  convinced,  dearly  beloved  Brethren,  of  the  necessity  of 
Divine  Faith.  This  conviction  is  arrived  at  partly  from  reason,  but 
principally  from  revelation.  For,  reason  tells  us  that  we  are  the 
creatures  of  God.  “He  it  was  who  formed  the  eye  and  planted  the 
ear.”—  Ps.,  xciii.,  9.  “  He,  who  fashioned  us  wholly  round  about.”— 

Job,  x.,  8.  He,  who  formed  man  of  the  slime  of  the  earth,  and 
breathed  into  his  face  the  breath  of  life,  so  that,  in  the  words  of 
Genesis,  man  became  a  living  soul.  “  Ipse  fecit  nos,  et  non  ipsi  nos.” 
We  are  then  the  children  of  God,  the  work  of  His  hands,  formed  in 
His  image  ;  we  are  His,  therefore,  and  we  must  acknowledge  this 
relation,  and  bow  down  in  worship  and  adoration  of  His  supreme 
majesty  and  dominion.  God  is  moreover  our  last  end  ;  being  infinite 
intelligence,  He  could  not  create  without  an  end  and  a  purpose. 
This  purpose,  to  be  worthy  of  God,  can  be  no  other  than  God. 
The  infinite  cannot  subject  itself  to  the  finite  ;  the  limitless  to  the 
limited ;  the  eternal  to  that  which  is  passing  ;  the  immutable  to 
that  which  is  ever  changing  ;  the  perfect  to  that  which  is  essentially 
imperfect.  Nor  can  man  exist  for  the  finite  and  limited  creatures 
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of  time,— endowed  with  an  intellect  created  for  truth,  and  a  heart 
formed  for  the  beautiful  and  the  good,  nothing  short  of  the 
uncreated,  eternal  truth,  and  supreme  good,  can  satisfy  the 
cravings  of  his  immortal  soul.  “Thou  hast  made  us  for  Thyself,” 
says  St.  Augustine,  “and  our  hearts  are  not  satisfied  till  they  find 
rest  in  Thee.”  God  then  being  our  first  beginning  and  last  end, 
new  relations  arise.  We  must  know  God.  For  our  intellect  cannot 
tend  to  or  love  the  unknown.  “  Ignoti  nulla  cupido and  knowing 
God,  we  must  believe  in  him.  Faith,  then,  is  the  first  step  in  the 
worship  of  God  by  His  creatines.  Moreover,  if  God  reveals 
Himself  to  his  creatures,  reason  tells  us  we  must  receive  His  words 
as  those  of  unerring  truth.  But  these  conclusions  are  confirmed  by  the 
express  words  of  God  over  and  over  again  repeated, — “Without  faith, 
it  is  impossible  to  please  God.”— Heb.  ii.,  6.  “  He  that  believeth,  and  is 
baptized,  shall  be  saved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  condemned.” 
Matt,  xvi.,  16.  And  to  Nicodemus  He  declared  :  “  He  that  believeth  in 
the  Son  of  God,  is  not  judged,  but  he  that  doth  not  believe,  is 
already  judged,  because  he  believeth  not  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God.” — John  iii.,  18.  “If  you  believe  not,”  He  says  to  the  Phar¬ 
isees,  “that  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins.” — John  viii.,  24. — 
Faith,  then,  is  necessary  to  salvation,  but  manifestly  every  kind  of  faith 
will  not  save.  “God  is  truth,  God  is  one.  There  is  but  one  Lord  and 
one  faith.”— Eph.  iv.,  5.  Two  contradictory  propositions  about  one  and 
the  same  article  of  faith,  cannot  be  true ;  one  or  the  other  must  be  false. 
The  proposition  which  asserts  the  Trinity  of  Persons  and  Unity  of  Essence 
in  the  Godhead,  cannot  subsist  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Arlan  or  the 
Socinian.  The  proposition  which  asserts  that  the  words — “This  is 
my  Body” — are  to  be  taken  literally  as  implying  a  real  presence  of 
Our  Lord  in  the  Eucharist,  excludes  the  doctrine  of  Zwingle,  and 
the  Sacramentarians  interpreting  the  words  figuratively  and  of  a 
spiritual  manducation,  or  presence  merely.  Both  cannot  be  equally 
the  revelation  of  God  ;  Christ  is  not  divided  ;  yet  faith,  true  faith, 
is  necessary  for  all ;  necessitate  medii,  as  theologians  say.  Young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor,  literate  and  illiterate,  the  proudest  monarch 
equally  as  the  meanest  of  his  subjects  ;  all  must  have  faith.  “He 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned.”  How  are  we  to  arrive  at  that 
saving  faith?  How  can  we  be  assured  that  our  faith  is  that  of 
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Jesus  Christ,  delivered  of  old  to  the  saints?  Has  Christ  left  any 
rule,  certain  in  its  principles,  simple  in  its  operation,  universal  in  its 
application  ?  The  rule,  if  such  exist,  must  be  certain,  for  faith  is 
necessary,  and  faith,  to  be  faith,  must  exclude  all  doubt.  He  who 
doubts,  has  not  faith,  and  he  who  believes,  doubts  not.  Thomas 
doubted,  would  not  believe  till  he  had  tested,  by  the  evidence  of 
his  senses,  the  reality  of  our  Lord’s  Resurrection.  For  this  he  was 
rebuked  :  “  because  thou  hast  seen,  thou  hast  believed  ;  blessed  are 
they  who  have  not  seen  and  yet  have  believed.” — John  xx.,  29.  The 
rule  then  must  be  such  as  will  exclude  all  doubt,  it  must  be  certain. 
It  must  also  be  simple  in  its  operation ;  for  the  simple  and 
illiterate  must  believe  as  well  as  the  educated  and  enlightened.  For 
a  like  reason,  being  of  universal  necessity,  it  must  be  equally  so  in 
its  application.  That  our  blessed  Lord  must  have  left  us  a  certain 
means  of  arriving  at  saving  faith,  is  but  a  logical  consequence  of 
the  necessity  of  faith.  Qui  vult  finem ,  vult  media.  Faith  being 
necessary  for  all,  the  means  of  arriving  at  faith  must  be  within  the 
reach  of  all.  What  are  these  means  ;  what  the  rule  by  which  all 
may  arrive  at  a  saving  faith  ?  We  answer : — Scripture  and  Divine 
Tradition  interpreted  by  the  living,  speaking  authority  of  the  Church 
of  God.  This  was  the  rule  established  by  our  blessed  Lord ;  it  was 
this  that  prevailed  in  the  time  of  the  Apostles  and  in  the  Patristic 
ages.  It  must  be  this  now,  else  the  rule  has  changed,  and  Christ  is 
divided.  Nay  more,  it  must  be  so  from  the  nature  of  the  case :  for 
what  is  faith  ?  St.  Paul  defines  it  to  be  “the  substance  of  things  to 
be  hoped,  and  the  argument  of  things  that  appear  not.” — Heb.  xi. 
In  other  words,  faith  is  assent  to — doctrines  as  true  which  we  do  not 
always  comprehend — which  may  be  above  the  highest  flight  of  human 
reason  ;  but  which  we  nevertheless  firmly  believe,  because  God,  who 
cannot  deceive,  has  revealed  them  ;  and  we  know  He  has  revealed  them, 
not  by  the  perusal  of  a  book,  but  by  the  voice  of  his  accredited  messengers 
—“Let  a  man,”  says  St.  Paul,  I.  Epist.  ad.  Cor.  iv.,  “so  account 
of  us  as  the  ministers  of  Christ,  and  the  dispensers  of  the  mysteries 
of  God.”  “  For  Christ  we  are  ambassadors.” — II.  Cor.  v.  20.  “  Go 
and  teach  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.” — Matt, 
xxviii.,  20.)  The  great  truths  of  Christianity,  —  the  trinity  of 
persons  and  the  unity  of  essence  in  God,  the  incarnation,  the  resur- 


12 


PASTORAL  LETTER, 


rection,  &e., —these  were  the  truths  preached  by  the  Apostles.  Men 
did  not  see  them,  nor  could  they  prove  them ;  but  they  had  to 
believe  in  them,  to  yield  to  them  the  assent  of  their  mind.  How  1 
They  knew  they  were  revealed  from  on  high,  on  the  word  of  the 
Apostles  who  had  proved  themselves  the  messengers  of  God  by  the 
stupendous  miracles  they  had  wrought.  In  other  words,  converts 
submitted  to  a  living,  teaching  authority.  They  entered  the  Church, 
not  to  criticise,  but  to  learn  and  obey !  Before  they  entered  the 
Church  the  command  was — believe  and  be  baptised.  The  ways  of 
truth  are  one,  says  St.  Jerome,  but  other  streams  run  into  it  from 
various  quarters  as  into  a  perennial  river.  So  history,  philosophy, 
revelation  may  combine  in  leading  us  to  the  Church  of  God ;  but 
once  we  have  entered,  reason  has  performed  her  proper  functions, — 
the  discovery  of  the  true  Church.  Hence  the  command  is — “  Hear 
and  obey.”  “  lie  that  will  not  hear  the  Church ,  let  him  he  to  thee  as 
the  heathen  and  the  publican .” — Matt,  xviii..  17.  Hence  St.  Paul 
says — “  we  give  thanks  to  Cod  without  ceasing,  because  when  ye 
had  received  from  us  the  word  of  the  hearing  of  God,  you  received 
it  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  (as  it  is  indeed)  the  word  of  God.” 
— I.  Thessal.  i.,  13.  Precisely  what  we  have  been  insisting  on,— that 
of  a  living  teaching  authority,  divinely  commisioned,  whose  word 
must  be  received  as  it  truly  is  the  word  of  God, — from  which  the 
same  apostle  concludes :  “  he  who  despiseth  these  things,  despiseth 
not  man ,  but  Cod ,  who  also  hath  given  his  Holy  Spirit  in  us.” — 
I.  Thessal,  iv.,  8.  But  wherefore  insist  on  a  point  that  must  be  self 
evident.  This  practice  on  the  part  of  the  Apostles  was  precisely 
such  as  we  should  be  led  to  expect  from  the  express  command 
over  and  over  again  repeated,  of  our  Lord.  “All  power  is  given 
to  me  in  heaven  and  on  earth;  going  therefore  teach  ye  all  nations 
...teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded, 
— and  behold  I  am  with  you  all  days  even  to  the  consummation  of 
the  world.” — Matt,  xviii.  And  again,  “  As  the  Father  has  sent  me, 
I  send  you.” — John  xxi.  Words  cannot  be  plainer  than  these,  neither 
can  any  argument  be  adduced  in  favor  of  our  thesis  more  forcible 
than,  that  contained  in  the  very  citation  of  the  words  of  Christ. — 
The  commission  is  to  teach  all  truth,  to  all  nations,  to  every  creature, 
even  to  the  end  of  time.  How  sublime  a  mission !  and  considering 
that  it  was  entrusted  to  twelve  poor,  illiterate  fishermen,  how  difficult, 
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humanly  speaking,  how  impossible  of  accomplishment.  But  this 
mission  to  teach  involves  the  correlative  obligation  on  us  to 
hear  and  obey.  “  The  idea,”  says  Burnet,  “  that  Christ,  as  a 
Divine  Legislator,  should  organize  an  institution,  built  on  a  rock, 
against  which  the  gates  of  hell  should  never  prevail,  the  pillar  and 
the  ground  of  truth,  and  yet  be  incapable  of  knowing  its  own  faith, 
and  not.  a  credible  witness  of  the  same,  thus  creating  an  association 
of  living  men,  wide  as  the  world  and  durable  as  time,  and  yet  as 
frail  and  unreliable  as  not  to  deserve  the  respect  and  confidence  due 
even  to  ordinary  civil  institutions, — would  seem  on  its  face  wholly 
inadmissable.”  Yet,  such  must  be  the  idea  of  those  who  reject 
the  authority  of  the  Church.  But,  it  may  be  asked,  in  thus 
submitting  our  reason  and  intellect  to  the  guidance  of  a  teaching 
Church,  what  assurance  have  we  that  we  may  not  be  led  into  error, 
and  that  in  matters  where  error  would  compromise  our  eternal 
salvation1?  Our  blessed  Lord,  in  making  His  Church  the  depository 
of  the  truth  preached  by  Him,  and  necessary  for  salvation,  guaranteed 
her  freedom  from  error  in  transmitting  them  to  the  end  of  time, — 
u  I  am  with  you  all  days,  even  to  the  consummation  of  the  world.” 
Matt,  xviii.,  20.  “I  will  ask  the  Father  and  He  shall  give  you 
another  Paraclete  that  He  may  abide  with  you  forever — the  Spirit 
of  Truth  whom  the  world  cannot  receive  because  it  seeth  Him  not 
— but  you  shall  know  Him  because  He  shall  abide  with  you  and  be 
in  you.” — John  xvi.,  16,  17.  “  The  Paraclete,  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  He  will  teach  you  all  things  and 
bring  all  things  to  your  mind  whatsoever  I  shall  have  said  to  you.’’ 
— v.  28.  This  promise  was  accomplished  at  Pentecost.  We  are  them 
as  Dr.  Manning  beautifully  argues,  now  under  the  same  personal 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  were  the  Apostles  under  the  guidance 
of  our  Lord.  The  Apostles  are  commissioned  to  teach  all  truth,  to 
every  nation  to  the  end  of  time, — they  are  protected  in  that  office 
by  the  personal  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth.  They  are  not  told 
to  write,  they  are  not  told  to  accomplish  their  commission  by  distri¬ 
buting  tracts  and  bibles.  We  can  hardly  conceive  of  St.  Paul  sailing 
up  the  Tiber,  well  guarded  by  an  imperial  gun-boat,  and  scattering 
the  Word  of  God  along  its  banks  as  he  went.  And  we  venture  to 
assert  that  if  such  a  system  were  adopted  by  the  Apostles  or  their 
successors,  few  nations  would  have  embraced  Christianity.  But  this 
was  not  the  idea  of  his  commission  on  which  St.  Paul  acted  ;  he 
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preached  the  Word  of  God  in  season  and  out  of  season ;  such  too 
was  his  advice  to  those  who  after  him  would  be  engaged  in  the 
ministry  of  transmitting  the  Word  of  God,  and  converting  souls  to 
Jesus  Christ.  Surely,  if  anywhere  in  Scripture,  Protestants  should 
discover  some  traces  of  their  system  of  private  judgment  in  the  writings 
of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  Let  us  consider  then  the  teachings 
of  this,  their  favorite  Apostle.  Writing  to  the  Komans,  c.  x.,  15,  17, 
he  uses  these  strong  expressions  : — “  Every  one,  therefore,  who  shall 
invoke  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved  ;  but  how  invoke  Him 
in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  Or  how  shall  they  believe  Him 
of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher  ?  And  how  shall  they  preach  unless  they  are  sent  ?  &c.  Faith 
then  cometh  by  hearing.”  These  are  forcible  expressions.  The  Apostle  by 
using  the  interrogative  form,  according  to  a  well  known  figure  of  rhetoric, 
assumes  what  he  has  been  insisting  on,  and  excludes  the  idea  of 
any  one  having  saving  faith,  except  he  receive  the  word  of  God 
from  those  who  are  sent  to  preach.  So  again  in  his  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians,  chap.,  iv.,  11, — “For  he  gave  some  Apostles,  and  some 
prophets,  and  others  some  evangelists,  and  others  some  pastors  and 
doctors — until  we  all  meet  in  the  unity  of  faith  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God — that  henceforth  we  be  no  more 
children  tossed  to  and  fro  and  carried  about  by  every  wind  of' 
doctrine,  by  the  wickedness  of  men,  by  cunning  craftiness,  by  which 
they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.”  Faith,  as  we  have  seen,  must  be  one 
— there  is  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism. — Ibid  2-3.  A  divided 
faith,  a  faith  which  varies — whose  doctrines  exclude  each  other — 
cannot  be  the  faith  of  Christ.  Once  more,  how  are  we  to  arrive 
at  that  one  faith  that  has  its  type  and  exemplar  in  the  unity  of 
the  Godhead  and  of  the  charity  that  subsists  between  the  Eternal 
Father  and  His  Only  Begotten  Son  ?  Is  it  by  the  sincere  and 
prayerful  use  of  private  judgment  ?  By  no  means.  It  is  to  prevent 
the  excesses  of  individual  judgment  that  Christ  has  placed  Apostles 
and  Doctors,  that,  through  their  ministry,  we  arrive  at  the  unity  of 
faith,  and  be  not  carried  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine.  This  was 
the  ordinance  of  Christ — this  the  means  by  which  His  word  should 
be  propagated.  These  too  are  the  means  insisted  on  by  St.  Paul 
in  his  letters,  to  Timothy, — then  a  Bishop  of  the  Church — “0, 
Timothy,  keep  that  which  is  committed  to  thy  charge,  avoiding  the 
profane  novelties  of  words  and  oppositions  of  knowledge  falsely  so 
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called,  which  some  promising  have  erred  concerning  the  faith.” — I. 
Tim.,  vii.,  20  ;  again,  “  Hold  the  form  of  sound  words  which  thou 
hast  heard  of  me  in  faith  and  in  the  love  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
— Keep  the  good  things  committed  to  thy  trust  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  who  dwelleth  in  us.” — II.  Tim.,  i.,  13.  Here,  as  Cardinal 
Wiseman  has  well  observed,  “we  have  a  beautiful  recognition 
in  practice  of  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  the 
assistance  of  Our  Saviour  through  the  Pastors  of  His  Church  ;  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  the  immediate  disciple  and  successor  of  the 
Apostle  is  exhorted  to  keep  exactly  the  very  form  of  words  in 
which  this  teaching  is  couched.” — Moorfield  Lectures.  How  was  this 
sound  form  of  words  to  be  transmitted  '?  “The  things  which  thou 
hast  heard  of  Me  by  many  witnesses,  commend  to  faithful  men, 
who  shall  be  fit  to  teach  others.” — II.  Tim.,  ii.,  2.  Surely  there  is 
nothing  in  this  which  savors  in  the  remotest  of  private  judgment. 
The  disciple  is  not  exhorted  to  commit  the  sound  form  of  words 
carefully  to  writing — nor  the  “good  thing”  which  he  received  through 
St.  Paul  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  Now,  what  power  did  those  exercise 
who  succeeded  the  Apostles  in  the  government  of  the  Church'? 
“Kemember  them  that  have  ruled  over  you,  who  have  spoken  unto 
you  the  Word  of  God  —  whose  faith  follow  considering  the  end 
of  their  conversation.  Be  not  carried  about  with  various  and  strange 
doctrines.  Obey  them  that  have  rule  over  you,  and  submit  yourselves 
for  they  watch  for  your  souls  as  they  that  must  give  account.” — 
Heb.,  xiii.,  7,  9,  17.  “A  man  that  is  a  heretic  avoid,  after  the  first 
and  second  admonition,  knowing  that  he  who  is  such  a  one  sinneth. 
being  condemned  by  his  own  judgment.” — Tit.  iii.,  10,  11.  How  strange, 
how  intolerant  would  the  language  of  the  inspired  Apostle  seem  to 
the  so-called  liberal  men  of  our  days,  if  enunciated  from  a  Catholic 
pulpit  !  Yet  this  is  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  the  Apostle 
manifestly  supposes  that  one  who  lias  lost  the  true  faith  to  embrace 
other  forms  of  belief,  sinneth,  being  condemned  by  his  own  judgment. 
There  must  be  then  some  principle  involved  which  such  a  one  over¬ 
looks,  the  rejection  of  which  is  sinful.  Manifestly,  this  could  not 
obtain  in  the  Protestant  principle  of  private  interpretation  which 
renders  heresy,  or  the  choosing  one’s  own  religion,  not  only  not  a 
sin,  but  a  positive  duty.  But  we  read  that  “no  prophecy  of 
Scripture  is  made  by  private  interpretation  which  the  learned  and 


Hi 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


unstable  wrest,  as  they  do  also  the  other  Scriptures  to  their  own 
destruction.” — II  Pet.,  i.,  20;  iii.,  15. 


II. — Such  was  the  rule  of  faith  established  by  Christ  in  His 
Church  ;  such  the  means  by  which  the  Apostles  converted  the 
nations  to  the  faith  ;  such  the  principles  which  the  same  Apostles 
left  for  the  guidance  of  their  successors  in  the  ministry.  That  such 
was  the  practice  and  belief  of  the  early  ages  of  the  Church,  a  few 
citations  from  the  Fathers  will  suffice  to  establish.  The  first  from 
whom  we  shall  quote  will  be  St.  Irenaeus,  who  lived  in  the  third 
century,  and  may  be  said  to  represent  the  mind  of  St.  John  and 
of  the  Church,  both  in  the  east  and  in  the  west.  Speaking  of  the 
necessity,  or  non-necessity,  of  the  Bible  as  the  rule  of  faith,  he 
thus  expresses  himself  : — “  And  had  those  Apostles  left  us  nothing 
in  writing,  must  we  not  in  that  case  have  followed  the  rule  of 
doctrine  which  they  delivered  to  those  to  whom  they  entrusted  their 
Churches.  To  this  rule  many  barbarous  nations  submit,  who 
deprived  of  the  aid  of  letters,  have  the  words  of  salvation  written 
on  their  hearts,  and  carefully  guard  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
delivered.” — Adv.  Haeres  Lib.  iii.,  civ.  Surely  Christ  did  not  establish 
two  rules  of  faith,  one  for  the  learned,  another  for  the  illiterate  and 
barbarous  :  yet  according  to  Irenaeus  there  were  even  in  the  third 
century  many  churches  which  had  not  the  written  word,  but  which 
believed  on  the  authority  of  the  Apostles.  Again,  “To  him  that 
believeth  that  there  is  one  God,  and  holds  to  the  Head,  which  is 
Christ,  to  this  man  all  things  will  be  plain  if  he  diligently  read 
Scripture,  with  the  aid  of  those  u'ho  are  the  priests  in  the  Church, 
and  in  whose  hands,  as  we  have  shewn,  rests  the  doctrine  of  the 
Apostles.” — Lib.  iv.,  clii.  This  would  be  the  opinion  of  a  Catholic 
Theologian  of  the  present  time  as  to  the  proper  use  of  the 
Bible.  Tertullian — who  is  a  connecting  link  of  the  traditions  of  the 
second  and  third  centimes,  thus  writes  :  “What  will  you  gain  by 
recurring  to  Scripture,  when  one  denies  what  the  other  asserts  V 
Learn  rather  wffio  it  is  that  possesses  the  faith  of  Christ  ;  to  whom 
the  Scriptures  belong  ;  from  whom,  by  whom,  and  when  that  faith 
was  delivered,  by  which  we  are  made  Christians.  For  where  shall 
be  found  true  faith,  there  will  be  the  genuine  Scriptures  ;  there  the 
true  interpretations  of  them,  and  there  all  Christian  traditions. 
Christ  chose  His  Apostles  whom  He  sent  to  preach  to  all  nations  ; 
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they  delivered  His  doctrines,  and  founded  churches  from  which 
others  drew  the  seeds  of  the  same  doctrines,  as  new  ones  daily 
continue  to  do.  Thus  these,  as  the  offspring  of  the  Apostolical 
Churches,  are  themselves  deemed  Apostolical.” 

“  Now,  to  know  what  the  Apostles  taught,  that  is,  what  Christ 
revealed  to  them,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  Churches  which  they 
founded,  and  which  they  instructed  by  word  of  mouth  and  by  Epistles. 
For  it  is  plain  that  all  doctrine  which  is  conformable  to  the  faith 
of  these  Mother  Churches  is  true,  being  that  which  they  received 
from  the  Apostles,  the  Apostles  from  Christ,  and  Christ  from  God ; 
and  that  all  other  opinions  must  be  novel  and  false.”— De  Praes.  Haer., 
p.  334.  Tertullian  was  no  Protestant.  “Therefore,  there  must  be  no 
appeal  to  the  Scriptures,  nor  must  the  contest  be  constituted  in  these 
things  in  which  the  victory  is  either  none,  or  doubtful,  or  too  little 
doubtful.  For  even  though  the  debate  on  the  Scriptures  should 
not  so  turn  out  as  to  confirm  each  party,  the  order  of  things  requires 
that  this  question  should  be  first  proposed,  which  is  now  the  only 
one  to  be  discussed : — “  To  whom  belongs  the  very  faith  ?  whose 
are  the  Scriptures  1  by  whom,  and  through  whom,  and  when,  and 
to  whom,  was  that  rule  (discipline)  delivered  whereby  men  become 
Christians'?  For  wherever  both  the  true  Christian  rule  and  faith 
shall  be  shown  to  be,  there  will  be  the  true  Scripture,  and  the  true 
expositions,  and  all  the  true  Christian  traditions.  If  these  things  be 
so,  so  that  the  truth  be  adjudged  to  us,  as  many  as  walk  according 
to  that  rule  which  the  Church  has  handed  down  from  the  Apostles, 
the  Apostles  from  Christ,  Christ  from  God, — the  reasonableness  of 
our  proposition  is  manifest,  which  determines  that  heretics  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  enter  upon  an  appeal  to  the  Scriptures,  whom  we 
prove,  without  the  Scriptures,  to  have  no  concern  with  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.” — De  Praes.,  n.  37. 

We  shall  next  quote  from  Origen,  who,  being  a  disciple  of  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  can  testify  for  the  Churches  of  the  East.  “  Let  him 
look  to  it,  who  arrogantly  puffed  up,  contemns  the  Apostolic  word. 
To  me  it  is  good  to  adhere  to  Apostolic  men  as  to  God,  and  to 
His  Christ,  and  to  draw  intelligence  from  the  Scriptures  according 
to  the  sense  that  has  been  delivered  by  them." — Horn.  vii.  in  Leo. 

Such,  too,  is  the  testimony  of  St.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  St.  Cyprian 
of  Carthage,  and  St.  Ambrose,  of  Milan,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
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numerous  citations  from  their  works  which  are  to  be  found  in 
Murray’s  Treatise,  Be  Ecclesia .,  Disp.  xiv. ,  Be  Regula  fidei.  To 
transfer  them  to  these  pages  would  require  more  space  than  we 
have  proposed  to  ourselves.  We  shall  close  these  citations,  therefore, 
with  the  celebrated  words  of  St.  Augustine,  in  his  controversy  with 
the  Maniclieans :  this  passage  is  so  beautiful  and  forcible  that  we 
quote  it  entire.  “I  ask,  therefore,  who  is  this  Manicheus %  You 
will  answer :  an  Apostle  of  Christ.  I  do  not  believe  it.  What 
next  to  say,  or  do,  you  will  not  know ;  for  your  promise  was  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  now  you  would  compel  me  to  believe 
that  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.  You  are,  perhaps,  going  to 
read  me  the  Gospel,  and  will  try  to  establish  the  character  of 
Manicheus  from  that.  But  suppose  you  should  meet  with  some  one 
who  does  not  as  yet  believe  the  Gospel,  what  would  you  do  with 
such  a  one  who  says,  I  do  not  believe  it  1  /,  for  my  part ,  ivould 

not  believe  the  Gospel,  unless  the  authority  of  the  Catholic  Church 
moved  me  to  it.  Those,  therefore,  to  whom  I  have  submitted  when 
saying  to  me,  “  Believe  the  Gospel,”  why  should  not  I  submit  to 
them  when  they  say  to  me  “do  not  believe  the  Maniclieans?’  Choose 
which  you  will.  If  you  say,  “  Believe  the  Catholics,”  they  warn  me 
not  to  give  any  credit  to  you ;  wherefore,  whilst  I  believe  them,  I 
cannot  but  not  believe  you.  ...  Now,  if  it  should  happen  that  you 
could  find  in  the  Gospel  something  most  plain  concerning  the  Apostle- 
ship  of  Manicheus,  you  will  invalidate,  in  my  regard,  the  authority  of 
the  Catholics,  who  led  me  not  to  believe  you  ;  and  that  authority 
invalidated,  it  will  then  be  out  of  my  power  to  believe  even  the 
Gospel,  in  as  much  as  through  them  I  had  believed  it,  so  that 
whatever  you  may  adduce  thence  will  have  no  force  with  me.” 

These  citations  go  to  prove, — 1st.  That  heretics  in  all  ages,  even 
as  in  our  own  days,  appealed  to  the  Scriptures  in  support  of  their 
opinions ;  2nd.  That  whenever  such  opinions  clashed  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Church,  they  were  branded  as  heretical  on  this  very 
ground.  Moreover,  as  St.  Augustine  argues,  with  a  force  and  terse¬ 
ness  peculiarly  his  own — If  we  can  receive  the  Gospels  on  the 
authority  of  the  Catholic  Church,  why  may  we  not  receive,  on  the 
same  authority,  all  articles  of  belief  as  well  1 

III. — The  thesis  which  we  have  been  insisting  on  throughout, 
namely,  that  Christ  made  the  living,  ever  present  magisterial  authority 
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of  His  Church,  the  guide  for  us  in  matters  of  faith,,  and  which  we 
have  abundantly  established  from  the  nature  of  that  commission, 
“  To  teach  all  truth  to  all  nations,”  which  He  gave  to  His  Apostles; 
from  the  writings  and  practices  of  the  Apostles,  and  from  the  tradi¬ 
tions  and  belief  of  the  early  ages  of  the  Church  as  witnessed  to  by 
the  Fathers.  This  thesis  may  also  be  established  by  negative 

arguments  indirectly  —  by  showing  the  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
Protestant  theory,  and  its  utter  failure  in  practice. 

As  we  have  already  pointed  out,  a  Rule  of  Faith,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case.,  must  be  certain  in  its  principles,  and  its  appli¬ 
cation  available  to  all.  Now,  is  the  Protestant  rule  of  faith  such, 
as  that  it  may  be  a  certain  guide  to  all  ?  A  glance  at  the 
difficulties  opposed  to  such  a  rule,  will  convince  us  that  not  only 
is  it  not  the  means  which  a  loving,  kind  Redeemer,  “who  wills 

that  all  men  should  be  saved  and  come  to  a  knowledge  of  truth,’’ 
would  be  likely  to  establish,  but  that  under  its  operation  an  act  of 
divine  faith  is  simply  impossible  to  the  vast  majority  of  believers, 
if  indeed  to  any.  And  first  of  all, — if  the  Bible,  or  Written  Word, 
interpreted  by  each  individual  for  himself,  be  the  rule  of  faith,  how 
comes  it  that  our  blessed  Lord  never  wrote  a  word  of  the  Bible? 
how  comes  it  that  He  never  even  intimated  to  His  Apostles  the 
necessity  of  their  committing  to  writing  what  he  had  commanded 
and  spoken  ?  Surely,  if  the  future  members  of  the  mystic  body  of 

Christ  were  to  be  governed  by  a  written  code,  interpreted  by  each 

for  himself — if  future  nations  were  to  be  converted  to  God  by  the 

dissemination  of  that  code — the  Head  of  that  Church,  the  Divine 

Legislator,  might,  not  unreasonably,  be  expected  to  see  that  these 
laws  should  be  carefully  compiled,  if  not  by  Himself,  at  least  by 
those  who,  so  to  speak,  were  members  of  His  Council.  Yet  we  no¬ 
where  find  any  intimation  to  this  effect ;  and  the  majority  of  the 

Apostles,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  did  not  write  at  all.  This  is 
a  significant  fact,  which  we  must  interpret  as  against  the  Protestant 
theory,  or  else  accuse  the  Apostles  of  gross  negligence.  Again  :  the 
Bible,  such  as  we  now  have  it,  was  not  compiled  for  sixty-five  years 
after  the  ascension  of  our  Lord ;  yet  the  whole  Bible,  according  to 
our  separated  brethren,  is  necessary — consequently  in  the  days  of  the 
Apostles,  the  faithful  had  no  rule  of  faith, — no  means  of  salvation^ 
therefore,  &c.  ! ! !  We  can  hardly  believe  it.  (See  remarks  from  the 
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pen  of  Archbishop  Manning,  on  this  subject,  in  Appendix.)  3.  If  the 
Bible  be  the  rule  of  faith  established  as  such  by  our  Lord  and  necessary 
for  all,  then  he  must  have  foreseen, — 1st.  That  all  would  have  copies  of 
the  Bible  ;  and  2nd.  That  all  could  read  these  copies.  But  facts  are 
opposed  to  both  these  suppositions:  as  up  to  the  invention  of  print¬ 
ing,  fifteen  centuries  after  the  Christian  era,  not  one  in  a  thousand 
could  procure  a  copy  even  of  the  Gospels.  All  books  had  to  be 
procured  by  the  tedious  and  costly  process  of  the  stylus  or  the  pen. 
To  copy  with  the  pen  thirteen  hundred  chapters,  containing  over 
thirty  thousand  verses,  was  no  easy  task.  An  ordinary,  copy  of  the 
Bible  would  have  cost  more  than  would  now  furnish  a  good  city  library  ; 
and  Maitland  (Dark  Ages)  tells  us  that  the  presentation  of  such 
MSS.  copies  was  a  gift  worthy  of  a  prince.  Now,  if  it  be  true 
that  the  Bible  is  the  only  rule  of  faith,  what  became  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  those  times'!  Are  they  all  lost!  Who  could  reconcile  the 
un-Christian  supposition  with  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God!  But 
moreover,  even  if  copies  of  the  Bible  could  have  been  placed  within 
the  reach  of  all,  a  thing  utterly  impossible v  of  what  avail  for  men 
who  could  not  read!  Even  in  this  19th  century,  when,  thanks  to 
the  invention  of  Faust  and  Guttenbcrg,  education  is  so  generally 

disseminated,  how  few  are  there  who  can  read  the  Bible  so  as  to 

* 

make  It  a  rule  of  faith !  How  few  who  would  have  the  time  and 
patience,  even  if  they  had  the  talent,  to  reconcile  the  apparent  dis¬ 
crepancies  between  Gospel  and  Gospel.  “  Life  is  too  short  and 
human  strength  too  weak,”  says  Claude,  “  to  fathom  the  sense  of 
the  Bible, — that  fathomless  well  of  mysteries  and  of  truth.”  Yet 
this  is  the  herculean  task  imposed  upon  our  artisans,  our  laborers, 
and  mechanics,  who  form  the  vast  majority  of  believers.  Can  we 
reasonably  suppose  they  will  devote  the  time  and  the  application 
necessary  for  such  a  task !  And  if  not ;  what  then !  Who  will  not 
shrink  from  enunciating  the  fatal  consequences  involved  in  such  a 
supposition!  Another  important  consideration  is,— how  are  these 
people  to  ascertain  that  they  really  have  the  Word  of  God  ? — 
The  Bible  was  originally  written  in  the  Hebrew,  Syro-Chaldaic  and 
Greek  languages.  How  are  the  masses  to  ascertain  that  their 
“revised  and  improved”  English  version  is  the  accurate  rendering  of 
the  original!  Were  the  translators  inspired!  Were  they  even  suffi¬ 
ciently  conversant  with  those  ancient  languages,  with  their  peculiar 
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idioms  and  strange  references,  to  faithfully  represent  the  minds  of 
the  inspired  writers  1  so  that  in  the  lastanalysis  the  majority  of  man¬ 
kind,  who  cannot  of  course  read  the  originals,  must  base  their  faith 
on  the  honesty  and  ability  of  the  translators — a  poor  substitute  for 
an  infallible  Church!  How  stands  the  question  of  these  translations 
according  to  the  testimony  of  our  separated  brethren'?  Luther  made 
the  first  German  translation.  How  did  he  succeed  1  Zwingle  will 
tell  us.  “Thou  corruptest,  0  Luther,  the  Word  of  God.  Thou  art 
known  to  be  an  open  and  notorious  perverter  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.” 
Of  Calvin’s  translation  Molineux  writes :  “  Calvin  makes  the  text  of 
the  Gospel  to  leap  up  and  down  ;  he  does  violence  to  the  letter, 
and  makes  additions  to  the  text.”  Of  the  authorised  version  the 

Anglican  clergy  of  Lincoln  wrote  to  King  James : — “  Our  translation 
takes  away  from  the  text  and  adds  to  the  text.  It  obscures  and 
changes  the  meaning  of  the  Holy  Ghost,”  as  quoted  by  Smarius, — 
Points  of  Controversy.  How  can  an  act  of  faith  be  made  on  such 
versions  as  these  %  But  the  difficulty  does  not  end  here.  Before 
making  an  act  of  faith  we  must  be  sure  that  we  possess  the  Word 
of  God.  We  must  then  be  able  to  prove,  1st.  the  authenticity,  and 
2nd.  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible — not  to  talk  of  the  proper  Canon. 
How  may  these  be  done  1  Not  from  the  Bible,  for  that  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  issue,  and  to  reason  so  would  be  to  argue  in  a  vicious  circle,” 
There  must  then  be  some  proof  extrinsic  to  the  Bible,  on  which  to 
rest  the  question  of  inspiration  and  authenticity ;  and  moreover,  this 
proof  must  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  exclude  all  doubt — it  must  be 
infallible.  Where  can  this  proof  be  found'?  No  where  except  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Catholic  Church, — a  most  illogical  and  incon¬ 
sistent  process  for  Protestants  who  have  rejected  her  authority ! — 
“  They  say  that  for  eight  centuries  and  more  she  has  been  steeped 
in  miserable  idolatry,  to  the  destruction  of  all  good  religion  univer- 
'  sally.” — Book  of  Homilies,  as  cited  by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  Mooreficld 
Lectures.  “  She  is  the  Scarlet  Lady  of  Babylon,”  the  impersonation 
of  “  the  abomination  of  desolation  in  the  High  Places.”  Rather  a 
doubtful  medium,  we  should  suppose,  for  the  transmission  of  the 
Word  of  God;  Yet  to  her  must  Protestants  have  recourse  for  their 
Bible,  so  that  ultimately  their  faith  rests  on  the  veracity  of  |a 
Church  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  wholly  corrupt  and  steeped 
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in  error.  How  she  could  preserve  the  Word  of  God  whole  and 
entire  during  these  centuries  of  gloom,  irreligion  and  idolatry ;  or 
how,  being  so  abandoned  of  God,  men  can  rely  on  her  authority  in 
matters  so  intimately  connected  with  faith — this  is  the  dilemma  to 
which  Protestants  are  reduced.  Error  is  ever  inconsistent ;  but  this 
surely  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  inconsistencies  recorded  of  the  human 
mind  in  ages  past.  We  might  compare  it,  not  inaptly,  to  the  case 
of  a  man  who  would  prove  his  title  to  an  estate  by  insisting  on  the 
infidelity  of  his  mother  to  her  marriage  vows  ! ! 

But  granting,  for  argument’s  sake,  that  Protestants  succeeded  in 
satisfactorily  establishing  on  their  own  principles  the  authenticity 
and  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  their  difficulties  are  but  then  com¬ 
mencing.  They  must  feel  sure  that  in  perusing  the  sacred  text, 
they  have  succeeded  in  seizing  its  true  meaning.  But  how  can 
they  ever  feel  secure  on  this  head  %  “  Here  is  a  book,”  says 
Balmez  (page  56,  Protest,  and  Catholic  compared)  “which  comprises, 
within  a  limited  compass,  the  period  of  four  thousand  years,  and 
advances  further  towards  the  most  distant  future,  by  embracing  the 
origin  and  destiny  of  man  and  the  universe  ; — a  book  which,  with 
the  continued  history  of  a  chosen  people,  intermingles,  in  its 
narrations  and  prophecies,  the  revolutions  of  mighty  empires — a  book 
which,  side  by  side  with  the  magnificent  pictures  of  the  power  and 
splendor  of  Eastern  Monarchs,  describes,  in  simple  colors,  the  plain 
domestic  manners,  the  candor  and  innocence  of  a  yoimg  nation — a 
book  in  which  historians  relate,  sages  proclaim  their  maxims'  of 
wisdom,  Apostles  preach,  and  Doctors  instruct — a  book  in  whicli 
prophets,  under  the  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  thunder  against 
the  errors  and  corruption  of  the  people,  and  announce  the  vengeance 
of  the  God  of  Sinai,  or  pour  forth  inconsolable  lamentations  on  the 
captivity  of  their  brethren,  and  the  desolation  and  solitude  of  their 
country;  where  they  relate,  in  wonderful  and  sublime  language,  the 
magnificent  spectacles  which  are  presented  to  their  eyes ;  where,  in 
moments  of  ecstacy,  they  see  pass  before  them  the  events  of 
society  and  the  catastrophes  of  nature,  although  veiled  in  mysterious- 
figures  and  visions  of  obscurity — a  book,  or  rather  a  collection  of 
books,  where  are  to  be  found  all  sorts  of  styles  and  all  varieties 
of  narrative,  epic  majesty,  pastoral  simplicity,  lyric  fire,  serious  in- 
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struction,  grave  historical  narrative,  and  lively  and  rapid  dramatic 
action — a  collection  of  books,  in  fine,  written  at  various  times  and 
in  various  languages,  in  various  countries  and  under  the  most  peculiar 
and  extraordinary  circumstances.  Must  not  all  this  confuse  the  heads 
of  men  who,  puffed  up  with  their  own  conceit,  grope  through  these 
pages  in  the  dark,  ignorant  of  climates,  times,  laws,  customs  and 
manners  1” 

Would  our  Blessed  Lord,  who  came  to  save  all  men  and  bring 
them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  establish  a  rule  of  faith  sur¬ 
rounded  by  so  many  and  such  insurmountable  difficulties  which  would 
be  utterly  impracticable  for  the  great  majority  of  mankind,  and  which 
the  ignorant  and  unstable  would  be  sure  to  wrest  to  their  own 
destruction,  as  they  have  actually  done  ?  The  thing  is  impossible. 

These  are  important  considerations,  dearly  beloved  brethren;  though 
trite  and  familiar,  we  insist  on  them  here  merely  to  show  the  utter 
impracticability  of  that  system  which  was  substituted,  three  centuries 
ago,  for  the  living  teaching  authority  of  that  Church  which  is  “  the 
pillar  and  the  ground  of  truth.” 

And  here  a  new  train  of  thought,  involving  a  distinct  class  of 
arguments,  suggests  itself.  Our  Lord  has  given  us  a  sure  test  by 
which  to  discern  the  true  from  false  teachers.  “Beware,”  he  says, 
Matt.,  c.  vii.,  “of  false  prophets  who  come  to  you  in  the  clothing 
of  sheep,  but  inwardly  they  are  ravening  wolves.  By  their  fruits 
ye  shall  know  them .”  The  time  has  arrived  for  the  application  of 
this  principle.  The  theory  of  private  judgment,  as  opposed  to  the 
authority  of  the  Churth,  is  now  before  the  world  for  three  centuries 
and  more.  What  are  its  fruits'?  Has  it  preserved  the  faith  one 
and  undivided  in  those  nations  which,  in  embracing  it,  seceded  from 
the  Church'?  Has  it  succeeded  in  converting  Pagan  nations  to  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  Has  it,  in  fine,  succeeded  in  promoting 
charity  and  good  will  among  mankind'?  In  supplying  an  answer  to 
these  questions  we  shall  bring  our  remarks  on  the  “Rule  of  Faith” 
to  a  close.  Our  authorities  being  Protestant  will  not  be  suspected 
of  partiality.  “The  Bible,”  says  John  Muller,  “is  shamefully  inter¬ 
preted,  *  *  and  the  anti-Christian  spirit  shows  an  open  front.  Our 
universities  increase  the  evil.”  “We  unhesitatingly  affirm,”  says  Dr. 
Planck,  “that  there  is  not  one  theologian  amongst  us  who  has  not 
renounced  some  important  point  of  faith  considered  important  by  the 
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reformers.”  “  Satan  himself,”  says  Ewald,  “  has  more  faith  than  many 
of  our  Biblical  interpreters,  and  Mahommed  was  much  better  than 
they.”  This  being  the  character  of  the  pastors,  we  are  not  unpre¬ 
pared  for  the  following  account  of  their  flocks.  “The  decadence  of 
religion  in  all  Protestant  countries ,”  says  Kirchaff,  “is  but  too 
evident.”  “Not  the  highest  classes  alone,”  says  Bickell,  “but  the 
people  also  plunge  daily  more  and  more  into  religious  indifferentism.” 
“  We  are  come  to  that  pass,  that  if  the  middle  classes  are  not  des¬ 
poiled  of  every  moral  habit,  the  religious  spirit  at  least  has  com¬ 
pletely  forsaken  them.”— Theol.  Journal,  1830.  Nor  is  the  melancholy 
decadence  of  religion  confined  to  Germany.  “  Believe  anything  you 
like  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  do  not  believe  he  is  God.” — Vernet  ; 
Sketch  of  religious  discussions.  This  work  is  a  text  book  of  divi¬ 
nity  (?)  in  the  Cajvanistic  Church  of  Switzerland.  Speaking  of  Nor¬ 
way,  Sweden  and  Finland,  Robert  Haldame  remarks,  “that  though 
the  tide  of  infidelity  reached  these  northern  countries  more  slowly, 
its  advent  was  none  the  less  disastrous.  The  faith  of  the  people 
was  everywhere  overturned  by  the  preachers  of  humanity  sent  forth 
by  the  infidel  University  of  Copenhagen.”  Yet  this  is  but  a  feeble 
outline,  a  faint  picture  of  the  frightful  ravages,  of  infidelity  and  in¬ 
differentism  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  If  we  cross  over  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  from  there  to  the  American  States,  the  religious  prospects 
are  no  less  disheartening.  Of  the  masses  of  the  people  of  England, 
we  have  it  on  official  returns  that  five  millions  have  never  had  the 
gospel  preached  to  them  ;  have  never,  consequently,  been  taught  to 
invoke  that  sweet  name  in  which  alone  is  salvation.  While  the 
rapid  and  unprecedented  sale,  a  few  years  ago,  of  the  Essays  and 
Reviews,  edited  for  the  most  part  by  men  eating  the  bread  of 
the  Anglican  Establishment,  and  sworn  to  maintain  her  articles 
of  belief,  but  advocating  principles  subversive  of  Christianity, 
will  bear  ample  testimony  to  the  unbelief  of  the  upper  and  educated 
classes.  The  Church  of  England  is  torn  asunder  by  contradictory 
doctrines  and  contending  sects — it  is  indeed  “  a  house  divided  against 
itself.”  Some  of  her  ministers  teach  the  doctrine  of  the  real  presence, 
others  deny  it  as  a  blasphemous  and  damnable  doctrine.  Some  ad¬ 
vocate  baptism  as  a  divine  institution  for  the  remission  of  original 
sin— others  deny  its  necessity  and  efficacy.  Some  insist  on  calling 
themselves  Catholics,  whilst  others  attack  the  Bible  and  Christianity 
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itself  as  a  fraud  and  an  imposition.  Lest  it  should  be  imagined 
that  we  exaggerate  the  dissensions  and  divisions  that  rend  asunder 
the  Church  of  England,  that  gnaw  her  very  vitals  and  stamp  her  as 
a  very  clumsy  work  of  human  invention,  we  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  quoting  remarks  bearing  on  this  subject  from  a  speech  delivered 
by  Dr.  Cronyn,  Protestant  Bishop  of  Huron,  in  this  city,  on  the  18th 
of  June,  1868.  “Having  heard,”  His  Lordship  says,  “much  of  the 
Ritualists,  he  was  determined  to  visit  one  of  their  churches.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  to  St.  Alban’s  Church  somewhat  in  disguise,  and 
there  beheld  a  sight  which  perhaps  it  would  not  be  speaking  too 
strongly  to  say  that,  if  his  brethren  had  seen  it,  they  would  have 
been  disgusted.  The  communicants  were  arranged  around  the  altar, 
and  waiting  with  their  mouths  open  for  the  minister  to  administer 
the  communion.  The  practice  was  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
seemly  and  decorous  method  adopted  here.  It  was  painful  to  wit¬ 
ness  such  superstition,  and  yet  it  seemed  to  have  a  charm  for  the 
people.  ...  In  England  Ritualism,  which  was  but  another  name 
for  modified  popery,  was  making  progress.  The  vestments  and  cere¬ 
monies  seemed  to  have  an  influence  on  the  people.  Broad  Church 
principles,  which  would  deprive  the  English  Church  of  her  theology, 
were  exerting  an  influence,  and  the  movement  was  obtaining  its  most 
powerful  adjuncts  ffomHhe  ministers  of  that  church.  The  truths  set 
forth  in  the  first  eight  articles  of  religion,  the  broad  church  left  open 
questions.  With  them  it  was  a  question  whether  the  Bible  was  in¬ 
spired,  and  how  far  ;  whether  Jesus  was  divine  or  a  promising  young 
man ;  whether  the  Holy  Ghost  was  a  person  or  an  influence.  The 
Evangelical  doctrines  and  Protestant  articles  of  the  church  were  also 
questioned.  It  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  some  men  to  reduce  the 
church  to  a  mere  intellectual  arena,  and  bring  its  doctrines  to  the 
standard  of  human  judgment,  and  make  it  a  benevolent  or  literary 
society.”  Matters  are,  if  possible,  worse  in  America.  According  to  Mr. 
Marcy,  in  his  book — “  Christianity  and  its  Conflicts  ” — there  are  up¬ 
wards  of  ten  millions  of  people  in  the  United  States  who  deny  the 
divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  classifies  them  as  follows  : 


26 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


Spiritualists .  6,333,000 

Unitarians . 543,000 

Universalists . ; .  1,000,000 

Jews .  500,000 

Infidels  and  Sceptics .  2,000,000 


10,376,000 

“  Here,”  exclaims  the  writer,  “  we  have  a  grand  total  of  ten  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  in  the  United  States  who  deny  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Of  an  entire  population  of  about  thirty-three  million  inhab¬ 
itants,  nearly  one-third  of  them  are  professed  sceptics.”  Yet,  all  these 
men  have  the  Bible  in  their  hands,  and  pretend  to  find  a  sanction 
in  its  sacred  pages  for  their  respective  theories.  It  was  in  view  of 
these  facts  that  Dr.  Ewar,  of  New  York,  has  recently  established 
that  Protestantism  was  a  failure — that  it  was  no  longer  a  protest 
against  Rome,  but  against  all  dogma.  May  we  not  then  conclude, 
with  Moehler,  that  the  Bible  cannot  in  itself  constitute  a  settled 
outward  rule,  nor  was  ever  so  intended  by  Christ,  no  one  surely, 
after  the  awful  experience  which  in  our  times  especially  has  been 
made,  and  is  still  daily  made,  will  feel  any  longer  disposed  to  deny. 
— Symbolism,  vol.  ii — 122.  “  In  spite  of  the  innumerable  modern 

expositions  of  the  Bible,”  observes  the  learned  and  impartial  Dollin- 
ger,  “  and  their  unquestionable  scientific  value,  far  from  having  in 
any  degree  produced  a  larger  amount  of  faith  or  unity  of  doctrine 
on  the  Protestant  side,  the  very  contrary  is  perceivable.” — The  Church 
and  the  Churches,  Introd.,  p.  13. 

And  what  other  result  could  we  rationally  expect  from  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Protestant  principle  of  private  judgment  1  If  no  au¬ 
thoritative  tribunal  existed  for  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  the 
country,  nothing  but  anarchy  and  confusion  could  be  the  result  ; 
and  the  fabric  of  society  would  be  shattered  into  fragments.  No 
legislator  would  dream  of  enacting  laws  and  submitting  them  to 
the  private  interpretation  of  those  they  were  destined  to  govern  ; 
and  can  we  conceive  that  our  blessed  Lord,  “  In  whom  are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,”  Coll.,  6,  ii.  3,  would  have 
established,  for  the  guidance  of  His  children,  a  rule  'of  faith  which 
has  filled  the  world  with  a  babel  of  sectaries — which  has  torn  His 
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seamless  garment  in  shreds— and  is  now  casting  away  those  shreds 
with  impious  contempt.  No ;  the  God  of  order  cannot  be  the 
author  of  confusion.  But  who  can  bring  order  out  of  this  religious 
chaos  %  Who  can  let  the  light  of  truth  into  this  deep  night  of 
error  %  Who  can  take  up  society,  wounded,  bleeding  and  torn,  like 
the  poor  stranger  who  fell  in  among  robbers  on  his  way  to  Jericho ; 
who  can  take  it  up,  pour  oil  and  wine  into  its  gaping  wounds,  and 
restore  it  to  a  place  of  safety]  The  Catholic  Church  is  the  only 
institution  on  earth  that  can  do  it.  She  alone  can  save  society 
from  the  ruin  brought  upon  it — she  is  the  “  tree  of  life,  whose 

leaves  are  given  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.” — Apoc.,  22.  Through 
her,  as  through  a  channel,  flows  “the  river  of  the  water  of  life,” 
from  which  mankind  must  drink  if  they  would  live ;  she  is  the  ark 
which  alone  can  save  them  from  the  flood  of  error  and  irreligion 
that  has  inundated  the  world.  Her  paths  are  so  straight  that  even 
fools  cannot  err  therein ;  and  these  paths  lead  to  truth,  to  happi¬ 
ness  and  to  immortality. 

Let  us  now  take  a  glance  at  the  Protestant  missions  to  the 
heathen,  and  we  shall  find  them  stricken  with  sterility  and  failure. 
These  missions  are  now  in  operation  for  over  one  hundred  years. 
Wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken — wherever  the  Anglo- 

Norman  race,  urged  by  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  commerce,  have 

penetrated — whether  in  Asia,  in  Australia,  in  the  islands  of  the 

Pacific,  among  the  aboriginal  tribes  of  America — there  have  Protes¬ 
tants  established  their  missions,  backed  up  by  all  the  resources  of 
wealth  and  influence.  Every  year  millions  of  dollars  are  expended 
on  these  expensive  establishments — every  year  countless  millions  of 
Bibles  and  religious  tracts  are  issued  from  the  English  and  American 
press,  to  aid  and  carry  on  this  work  of  evangelizing  %  the  heathen 
on  Protestant  principles.  “  The  administration  of  many  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Societies,  both  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  may  be  com¬ 
pared,  as  respects  the  number  of  their  agents  and  the  magnitude 
of  their  resources,  to  the  machinery  which  exists  for  the  government 
of  some  of  the  secondary  States  of  Europe.  Them  emissaries  are 
reckoned  by  thousands  and  their  revenues  by  millions.  It  is  the 
boast  of  their  directors '  and  advocates  that  the  world  has  never 
before  witnessed  the  application  of  such  means  to  such  an  end. 
“The  Apostles  would  have  trembled,”  says  Dr.  Stephen  Olim,  an  Ame¬ 
rican  writer,  vol.  ii.,  347,  “at  such  an  array  of  champions  and  he 
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adds,  referring  to  their  alliance  with  the  civil  power,  and  enormous 
wealth :  “the  first  preachers  of  the  Gospel  lacked  all  these  advan¬ 
tages.” — Marshall,  vol.  1,  p.  4.  According  to  the  Times ,  Jan.  l/th, 
1860,  “the  working  capital  of  English  societies  alone  is  not  less, 
year  by  year,  than  twTo  millions  of  money.”  “  Of  this  fabulous  sum 
of  money,”  according  to  the  same  friendly  authority,  “the  large  staff 
of  well-paid  officers  absorb  25  per  cent.”  We  may  not  trace  the 
history  of  this  vast  expenditure,  the  operations  of  these  expensive 
missionaries  throughout  the  world.  This  has  been  done  in  the  able 
work  from  which  we  have  already  quoted,  a  work  compiled  almost 
exclusively  from  Protestant,  and  therefore  friendly,  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation.  Marshall,  in  his  Christian  Missions,  has  contrasted  the  two 
systems  in  their  operation  throughout  the  known  world.  Every¬ 
where  is  the  same  record  to  be  made  of  barrenness  and  failure  on 
the  part  of  Protestants,  contrasted  with  a  rich  harvest  of  souls  won 
to  the  standard  of  the  cross  by  the  Catholic  missionaries.  In  China, 
in  Japan,  in  Southern  India,  along  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific,  in 
the  West  Indies,  in  America — everywhere  have  the  progress  of  Pro¬ 
testant  missionaries  been  marked  by  revolution  and  anarchy,  and  not 
unfrequently  by  the  destruction  and  extinction  of  whole  tribes  whom 
they  were  sent  to  evangelize,  so  that  a  noble  Lord  lately  declared, 
from  his  seat  in  the  House  of  British  Parliament,  that  every  mis¬ 
sionary  had  to  be  supported  by  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  gunboats, 
and  that  “  their  imprudent  and  intemperate  zeal,”  as  he  sarcastically 
remarked,  “had  brought  the  empire  to  the  verge  of  another  Chinese 
war.”  In  the  same  speech  the  noble  lord  bore  unwilling  testimony 
to  the  success  and  zeal  of  the  Catholic  priests  in  the  same  country. 
“  If  we  compare  the  visible  results  obtained,  with  the  multiplied 
machinery,  urgency  of  appeal  and  vast  expenditure  with  which  the 
missions  are  prosecuted,  it  must  be  owned  that  they  are  greatly  dis¬ 
proportionate.” — Rt.  Rev.  M.  Russel,  Polynesia,  chap.  iii.  “  We  should 
not  allow,”  says  the  Christian  Remembrancer,  vol.  xxxvii.,  p.  69,  “  a 
few  isolated  instances  of  success  to  blind  us  to  what  we  must  call, 
to  speak  the  truth,  the  failure  of  missionary  efforts  in  modern  times .” 
And  so,  dearly  Beloved,  in  making  Protestant  testimony  bear 
witness  to  the  failure  of  their  system,  as  contrasted  with  the  success 
of  ours,  God  has  given  us  a  new  proof  of  the  beauty,  and  the  truth, 
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and  the  harmony  of  the  principles  that  we  have  been  insisting  on 
at  so  much  length.  Everywhere  is  the  Catholic  Church  achieving 
the  most  glorious  triumphs,  captivating  the  proudest  intellects  into 
obedience  to  faith,  and  winning  the  rude  and  unlettered  to  the  truths 
of  Christ,  Not  alone  among  pagan  countries,  from  whose  darkened 
firmament  the  light  of  even  the  primitive  revelation  had  faded— in 
whose  heavens  no  guiding  star  hath  glittered  to  lead  them  to  the 
Incarnate  truth — not  alone  in  Japan  and  China,  in  the  isles  of  the 
Pacific,  and  among  the  red  men  of  the  Amer  :an  continent,  are 
Catholic  missionaries  bringing  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  poor  scattered  sheep,  so  long  abandoned,  so  long  without  a  shep¬ 
herd,  into  the  one  true  fold,  but  even  in  the  strongholds  of  Protes¬ 
tantism — in  Great  Britain,  Holland  and  the  United  States — the  Ca¬ 
tholic  Church  is  reaping  a  rich  harvest  of  souls.  Whilst  in  these 
countries  the  followers  of  human  guides  are  breaking  and  dispersing 
on  every  side  like  a  defeated  army,  some  departing  further  away 
from  the  light  into  the  dark  and  dismal  region  of  infidelity,  others 
turning  their  steps  towards  the  Church,  groping  in  the  darkness,  and 
feeling  for  the  gates  of  the  eternal  city — whilst  in  these  countries 
Protestantism  is  melting  away  like  snow  before  the  sun,  the  Catholic 
Church,  strong  in  the  divine  life  within  her,  is,  like  the  irresistible 
tide,  making  steady  progress,  is  advancing  firmly  and  surely  to  vic¬ 
tory,  is  winning  back  the  countries  in  the  old  world  from  which  she 
had  been  driven,  and  is  extending  her  pale  over  the  boundless  ex¬ 
panse  of  the  new.  To  prove  our  assertion,  we  cite  here  the  follow¬ 
ing  official  data  taken  from  the  Catholic  Directory  of  England,  and 
other  reliable  authorities,  with  reference  to  England,  Holland,  Scot¬ 
land  and  the  United  States  : 

In  1839  England  and  Scotland  contained  610  Catholic  clergymen, 
513  churches  and  chapels,  no  monasteries,  17  convents,  10  Colleges. 
In  1849  there  were  897  clergymen,  612  churches  and  chapels,  13 
monasteries,  49  convents,  10  colleges.  In  1864  there  were  1445  clergy¬ 
men,  1098  churches  and  chapels,  56  monasteries,  186  convents,  12 
colleges.  We  have  not  figures  at  hand  to  show  the  progress  made 
from  1864  to  the  present  writing,  but  it  must  have  been  in  pro¬ 
portion  quadruple  what  it  was  in  the  twenty-five  years  before.  There 
are  among  the  English  Catholic  clergy  at  least  two  hundred  priests 
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who  were  at  one  time  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England.  In  a 
list  of  recent  converts  to  the  Catholic  Church,  which  we  have  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  find  one  Marquis,  seven  Earls,  one  Viscount,  five  Lords* 
eight  Baronets,  one  Duke,  six  Duchesses,  three  Marchionesses,  seven 
Countesses,  and  a  very  large  number  of  the  higher  classes,  amongst 
whom  we  find  Miss  Gladstone,  sister  of  the  Prime  Minister,  W.  E. 
Gladstone ;  Miss  Stanley,  sister  of  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  and 
daughter  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Norwich;  and  numbers  of  other  dis¬ 
tinguished  persons  whom  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention.  The 
figures  give  some  idea  of  the  mighty  work  which  the  Catholic  Church 
is  at  present  accomplishing  in  England. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  with  regard  to  Holland  :  In  1814 
there  were  850,000  Catholics,  and  in  1864  there  were  1,300,000 — an 
increase  of  450,000  in  fifty  years.  At  the  same  dates  there  were 
respectively  814  and  941  parishes,  an  increase  of  127  in  fifty  years. 
Of  clergymen,  1216  and  1726,  an  increase  of  80  in  fifty  years.  But 
the  progress  of  the  Church  in  the  United  States  has  been  still  more 
rapid  and  extensive  than  in  the  countries  enumerated  above,  as  the 
following  extracts  from  the  Metropolitan  Catholic  Almanac  for  1867, 
the  Catholic  World  for  January,  1866,  and  Sadlier’s  Catholic  Directory 
for  1869,  will  show  : 


Years. 

Dioceses. 

Vicariates 

Apostolic. 

Bishops. 

Clergymen. 

Churches  and 
Stations. 

Ecclesiastical 

Institutions. 

Colleges. 

Schools  for 
Girls. 

1808 

1 

— 

2 

68 

80 

2 

1 

2 

1830 

11 

— 

10 

232 

230 

9 

6 

20 

1840 

16 

— 

17 

482 

812 

13 

9 

47 

1850 

27 

— 

27 

1081 

1878 

29 

17 

91 

1854 

41 

2 

39 

1574 

2458 

34 

20 

112 

1857 

41 

2 

39 

1872 

2882 

35 

29 

134 

1861 

43 

3 

45 

2317 

3795 

49 

— 

■ — 

1868 

55 

6 

56 

3415 

283 

30 

268 

In  view  of  these  figures,  may  we  not  appropriately  conclude  our 
remarks  on  the  Buie  of  Faith  in  the  words  of  Marshall :  “  Whence 
this  prodigious  contrast  between  men  (Catholic  and  Protestant  mis- 
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sionaries)  otherwise  equally  endowed1?  What  is  that  mysterious  gift 
which  has  been  imparted  to  one  and  refused  to  the  other  ?  What 
but  the  call  and  election  of  Him  whom  both  profess  to  serve,  but 
who  has  said  to  the  first :  ‘  Go  and  teach  all  nations;  ’  while  he  has 
declared  to  the  last :  c  I  did  not  send  them,  yet  they  ran ;  I  have 
not  spoken  to  them,  yet  they  prophesied.’— Jeremias,  xxiii.  Herein 
is  the  interpretation  of  the  mystery.” 

General  Councils. 

We  have  seen,  dearly  Beloved  Brethren,  with  sorrow  and  concern 
how  leavened  every  grade  of  modern  society  is  with  the  deplorable 
evils  which  the  Holy  Father  bewails.  Everywhere,  and  to  every 
class,  have  indifferentism  and  irreligion  spread  their  baneful  influences. 
We  have  seen  that  those  people,  who  have  cast  off  the  yoke  of 
authority — who  have  broken  loose  from  the  centre  of  unity  and  of 
truth — are  fast  losing  the  few  shreds  of  the  “seamless  garment”  of 
the  faith  which  they  took  along  in  their  separation — that  sects  of 
every  creed  arid  no  special  creed  are  being  daily  multiplied,  and  that 
this  never-ending  multiplication  and  variation  is  leading  to  the  lower 
deep  of  rationalism  and  atheism.  Two  powerful  causes  cooperate  to 
this  sad  development.  It  sounds  like  a  truism  to  assert  that  ever 
since  man,  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  rebelled  against  his  God — ever 
since  the  impious  “non  serviam,”  I  will  not  serve,  was  conceived  and 
acted  on  in  Paradise— that  the  human  reason  is  ever  tending  to  in 
fidelity  and  doubt  in  religious  matters.  It  was  so  under  the  various 
dispensations  which  preceded  the  Christian  era,  without  referring  to 
the  Gentile  nations  and  speaking  only  of  the  chosen  people  of  God. 
We  find  that  scarcely  would  He  for  a  moment  withdraw  His  visible 
protection  from  them — scarcely  would  the  thunder  of  his  voice  cease 
to  reverberate  from  Sinai’s  Mount — scarcely  could  He  for  a  moment 
veil  the  splendor  of  His  Majesty  and  withdraw  His  countenance  from 
them,  than  this  stiff-necked  and  wicked  nation  abandoned  the  true 
God — the  fountain  of  living  waters — to  dig  to  themselves  cisterns 
which  hold  no  water,  and  fall  down  in  worship  and  adoration  before 
the  idols  of  their  own  making.  And  what  a  spectacle  when  the  Son 
of  Man  appeared  on  earth  !  !  The  whole  world  was  .but  the  prophet’s 
scroll  of  woe  and  lamentation  and  misery.  It  lay  buried  in  infidelity 
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and  idolatry.  Everything  was  worshipped,  deified  ;  even  the  lowest 
passions  of  our  nature  were  personified  and  adored.  But  the  true 
God— He  was  literally  what  St.  Paul  declared  to  the  Athenians,  “the 
unknown  God.”  All  vestige  of  religious  truth,  beside  the  bare  ex¬ 
istence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  gross  and  material,  had  disappeared. 

Men  were  without  hope,  and  having  no  God  in  the  world.  Ages 

have  rolled  by — nations  and  people  have  been  converted  to  Christi¬ 
anity — princes  and  potentates  have  bent  their  heads  in  meek  sub¬ 

mission  to  the  yoke  and  religion  of  the  Crucified  One.  But  man 
has  not  changed,  and  the  opposition  of  the  unconverted  human  reason 
to  the  restraints  of  authority  is  as  marked  and  clearly  defined  in 
this,  the  nineteenth  century,  as  it  was  in  the  first,  of  the  Christian 
era.  For  the  Sadducees,  the  Pharisees  and  philosophers  of  those  days, 
substitute  the  rationalists,  the  progressionists  and  liberals  of  our  own, 
and  there  will  be  no  difference,  except  it  may  be  in  the  terminology 
in  which  and  by  which  this  eternal  warfare  of  reason  against  au¬ 
thority,  of  error  against  truth,  is  asserting  itself.  Moreover — and 

this  is  the  second  cause  to  which  we  alluded  as  cooperating  to  pro¬ 
duce  these  evil  results  we  have  been  contemplating — to  this  opposi¬ 
tion  of  the  human  reason  to  authority  and  the  supernatural,  there 
is  superadded  in  our  days  the  no  less  pernicious  evil  of  private 
judgment.  We  are  but  following  a  line  of  thought  suggested  by 
Dr.  Newman  in  his  Apologia,  himself  a  convert  from  Protestantism, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  living  men.  He  goes  on :  "  Now  the  true 

Church  of  Christ  is  on  earth,  and  must  have  her  mission.  God 

has  established  her  the  face  to  face  antagonist  to  this  march  of  in¬ 
tellect,  to  this  fierce  energy  of  passion,  to  this  all  corroding,  all  ab¬ 

sorbing  scepticism  of  the  human  reason  in  religious  matters — to  this 
universal,  never-ending  variation  of  sects  and  creeds.  *  *  We  are 
all  the  people  of  God,  redeemed  by  the  Blood  of  His  Son,  in  whom 
consequently  He  has  an  interest,  whose  salvation  He  desires.  And 
how  can  the  Church  discharge  herself  of  her  high  functions  in  their 
regard  1  How  n  she  say  to  the  human  reason  :  ‘  Hitherto  shall 
you  come  and  no  further  V  How  can  she  interfere  with  authority 
between  the  eternal  disunion  of  sects  1  How  can  she  decide  autho¬ 
ritatively  on  points  of  controversy!  Manifestly  there  is  no  medium. 
She  must  not  interfere  at  all,  or  she  must  do  it  with  an  authority 
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from  which  there  can  be  no  appeal,  *  *  and  thus,  regarding  the 

mission  of  the  Church  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  ob¬ 
stacles  she  has  to  contend  with,  the  evils  she  proposes  to  remedy, 
the  doctrine  of  her  infallibility  becomes  antecedently  probable,  and 
must  recommend  itself  to  every  thinking  mind  as  the  only  remedy 
for  so  desperate  a  malady.”  Her  infallibility  “becomes  antecedently 
probable” — that  is  to  say,  considering  the  nature  of  faith,  that  it 
must  exclude  doubt,  and  'also  its  universal  necessity.  He  who  be¬ 
lieves  not  shall  be  condemned.  The  means  of  arriving  at  that  ne¬ 
cessary  saving  faith  must  be  certain  or  infallible.  But  it  is  not  a 
mere  probability,  this  doctrine  of  the  Church’s  infallibility.  It  is 
contained  in  the  express  promises  of  God  time  and  again  repeated. 
He  has  promised  that  the  gates  of  hell  should  never  prevail  against 
her— Matt.,  c.  xvi.  ;  That  he  would  be  with  her  all  days,  even  to 
the  consummation  of  the  world — Ibid,  c.  xxviii.  ;  Those  who  will 
not  hear  the  Church  must  be  regarded  as  heathens  and  publicans. 
— c.  xviii.  “I  will  ask  the  Father,”  He  says,  John  xiv.,  “and  He 
will  give  you  another  Paraclete,  who  will  remain  with  you  forever, 
the  Spirit  of  Truth and  again :  “  He  (the  Paraclete)  will  teach 
you  all  things,  and  suggest  to  you  all  things  whichsoever  I  shall 
have  said  to  you.”— Ibid.  “  She  is  the  pillar  and  the  ground  of 
truth.”— Tim.,  3.  These  texts— and  we  might  multiply  them  three¬ 
fold— are  clear  and  (to  the  point.  No  development  of  ours  could 
but  weaken  their  innate  cogency,  and  we  find  it  impossible  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  the  dogma  of  the  Church’s  infallibility  involved  in  them 
ever  came  to  be  denied,  which  of  course  it  never  would  have  been, 
had  not  her  rebellious  children,  who  spurned  the  yoke  of  her  au¬ 
thority,  required  some  justification  for  their  apostacy^ 

Moreover— and  this  introduces  a  new  line  of  argument  as  con¬ 
clusive  as  direct  proof— she  is  the  City  of  the  Great  King — His 
spouse,  as  clearly  united  with  Jesus  as  are  man  and  wife,  who  are 
two  in  one  flesh  ;  and  if  the  same  flesh,  why  not  the  same  voice1? 
Her  voice,  then,  must  be  heard  and  obeyed  with  the  same  authority 
and  reverence  as  that  of  Christ  himself,  for  in  truth  he  speaks  by 
and  through  her.  “  He  that  heareth  you  heareth  Me;  he  that  des- 
piseth  you  despiseth  Me.”  Now,  if  she  could  teach  error,  would 
Christ  have  commanded  us  to  hear  and  obey  her'?  Would  He  have 
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said  that  in  despising  her  we  despised  Him  ?  And  if  not— if  she 
is  to  be  heard  and  obeyed  as  the  voice  of  Christ — is  she  not  there¬ 
fore  equally  incapable  of  leading  her  children  into  error  as  would 
Christ  himself?  She  is  therefore  simply  infallible,  and  as  such  claims 
the  admiration,  respect  and  unqualified  submission  of  all  her  children; 
and  such  obedience  does  every  true  child  of  the  Church  ever  render 
to  her,  well  knowing  that  she  is  the  pillar  and  the  ground  of  truth 
— that  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  the  Holy  Ghost,  abides  with  her  to  the 
end  of  time,  guides  her  deliberations  and  suggests  her  decisions. 

Such,  dearly  beloved,  is  the  august  prerogative  we  Catholics  re¬ 
cognise  in  the  true  Church  of  Christ — such  the  grounds  on  which 
we  rest  our  belief.  The  Church  of  Christ,  then,  scattered  all  the 
world  over,  carrying  out  the  august  commands  of  her  founder — “  to 
teach  all  truth,”  “  to  every  creature,”  “  to  the  end  of  time  ” — is  pro¬ 
tected  in  this  heavenly  mission  from  all  doctrinal  errors.  This  being 
so,  and  assuming  the  infallible  magisterial  authority  of  the  Church 
in  matters  of  faith  and  the  principles  of  morals — (and  surely  we  have 
adduced  sufficient  proof  to  warrant  the  assumption) — a  very  simple 
argument  will  go  to  prove  that  these  same  promises  extend  to  a 
General  Council,  or  to  the  Church  teaching  assembled  together. 
That  must  be  regarded  as  a  dogma  of  faith  which  the  Church  of 
Christ  has  ever  held  and  professed.  But  the  Church  of  Christ  has 
ever  held  and  professed  the  doctrine  which  asserts  the  infallibility 
of  General  Councils.  The  first  proposition  is  simply  a  logical  deduc¬ 
tion  from  the  premises  already  established.  Cardinal  Bellarmine, 
L.  2,  c.  3,  summarizes  the  proofs  for  the  second  proposition  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — “  (The  Fathers)  affirm,  1st,  that  the  sentence  of  a  General 
Council  in  matters  of  faith  is  the  last  judgment  of  the  Church, 
from  which  there  can  be  no  appeal,  and  which  can  in  no  way  be 
irritated  or  retracted.  2nd.  They  (the  Fathers  and  Councils)  teach 
that  they  are  heretic  and  excommunicate,  all  they  who  do  not  submit, 
acquiescunt,  to  General  Councils.  3rd.  The  Fathers  teach  that  the 
decrees  of  legitimate  General  Councils  are  divine,  and  do  emanate 
(edita.  sic.)  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  4th.  They  teach  that  we  should 
rather  die  than  depart  ( recedere )  from  the  decrees  of  General  Coun¬ 
cils.”  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  cite  here  the 
various  extracts  which  the  learned  Cardinal  quotes  in  support  of 
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these  assertions  —  for  in  truth  has  not  Christ  said  —  Matt.  c.  xviii  — 
“Where  two  or  three  arc  gathered  together  in  My  name,  there  am 
I  in  their  midst.”  If  where  two  or  three  come  together  in  the  name 
of  Christ  to  adjudicate  even  on  private  matters ,  Christ  be  in  the 
midst  of  them,  helping  them,  may  we  not  argue,  how  much  more 
when  the  judges  of  the  Church,  the  successors  of  the  Apostles,  called 
together  by  the  Vicar  of  Christ,  the  successor  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Apostles,  to  judge  not  any  private  matters,  but  on  the  principles  of 
faith  and  morals,  shall  Christ  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  helping  and 
assisting  them.  The  (Ecumenical  Council  may  be  said  to  be  the 
highest  display  of  the  functions  of  the  Church  on  the  earth.  The 
powers  which  God  gave  the  Church  are  there  united,  and  for  the 
noblest  purposes  :  teaching  the  truths  entrusted  to  them,  awakening 
men  to  a  sense  of  their  great  destiny,  and  enacting  the  laws  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  pointed  out  as  necessary  for  men’s  supernatural 
welfare.  The  body  of  teachers  and  pastors  organized  by  Jesus 
Christ  will  be  there,  and  headed  by  the  immortal  soul  which  he 
breathed  into  it,  and  united  by  the  links  with  which  it  should  be 
welded  together,  to  make  it  the  representative  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Such  a  body  is  in  the  highest  and  best  sense  representative.  And 
this  representation  is  not  derived  from  delegation  of  the  members, 
after  the  manner  of  our  political  constituencies,  but  from  its  inherent 
right  to  teach  and  direct,  and  in  virtue  of  that  original  commission 
given  by  Jesus  Christ  to  his  Apostles  and  their  successors  in  the 
Ministry,  to  go  and  teach  all  nations — all  truths — even  to  the  con¬ 
summation  of  the  world.  Manifestly,  therefore,  the  scholastic  ques¬ 
tions,  and  on  which  our  separated  brethren  place  such  emphasis — as 
to  whether  the  infallibility  of  General  Councils-  is  expressly  revealed 
— whether  their  decrees  are  irreformable — whether  they  are  necessary 
for  the  Church’s  existence — these  and  such  questions  are  quite  unim¬ 
portant  and  irrelevant.  The  infallibility  of  the  Church  teaching  is 
expressly  revealed — the  decisions  of  the  Church  are  therefore  irre¬ 
formable  and  final.  Now  the  decrees  of  a  General  Council  are  but 
the  active  expression  of  the  passive  infallibility  of  the  Church,  and 
must  be  themselves  infallible  and  irreformable,  We  cannot  evade 
this  plain  logical  conclusion. 

What  then  is  a  Council,  and  what  is  required  that  it  be  legi¬ 
timate  and  general  I  A  Council  is  an  assemblage  of  the  Bishops  of 
the  Church,  called  together  by  the  Universal  Pastor  for  the  purpose 
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of  deliberating  on  matters  pertaining  to  faith  and  morals.  Such  an 
assemblage  to  be  (Ecumenical  must  have  the  following  essential 
conditions  : — It  must  be  general  in  its  convocation,  in  its  celebration, 
in  its  issue.  It  must  be  general  in  convocation,  it  must  be  convoked 
by  the  Pope,  and  the  Bull  of  Indiction  must  be  addressed  to  all 
the  Bishops  having  communion  with  the  Holy  See.  To  the  Pope 
alone  belongs  the  right  of  convoking  a  general  council — on  him  as 
the  legitimate  successor  of  St.  Peter  as  Christ  built  His  Church  — 
thereby  implying  that  in  Him  resided  the  supreme  governing  power, 
to  him  has  Christ  said  “  feed  my  lambs  ;  feed  my  sheep  to  him 
has  he  given  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — Math,  xviii. 
The  devil  has  sought  for  all  the  Apostles  that  he  might  sift  them 
as  wheat.  “  Simon,  Simon,  behold  Satan  has  sought  you  twelve 
(< expetivit  vos ,  in  the  plural),  that  he  might  sift  you  as  wheat,  but 
I  have  prayed  for  you ,  oravi  pro  te,  that  your  faith  fail  not,  and 
thou  being  once  converted  strengthen  thy  brethren.”  He  must  then 
see  'to  it  that  the  true  faith  must  not  be  corrupted,  that  it  be 
conveyed  and  transmitted  to  the  faithful  in  the  sound  form  of 
words.  And  if  in  the  discharge  of  these  high  functions  it  becomes 
necessary  to  call  together  his  “  venerable  brethren”  the  Pastors  of 
the  Church,  who  share  with  him  the  solicitude  of  all  the  churches 
who  are  placed  over  them  to  watch  and  rule  as  having  to  render 
account,  manifestly  the  right  belongs  to  him,  and  only  to  him,  for 
he  alone  is  Universal  Bishop — in  him  alone  resides  the  plenitude  of 
all  jurisdiction.  The  jurisdiction  of  other  Bishops  is  local  and 
dependent  on  this  communion  with  him — he  alone  can  sign  himself 
with  the  majestic  simplicity  of  Pius  IX.  Ego  Pius ,  Eccl.  Gath.  Epiis 
I,  Pius,  Bishop  of  the  Catholic  Church.  And  if  in  ages  past  there 
might  seem  to  the  superficial  reader  of  History — a  derogation  from 
this  general  law — if,  as  some  assert,  the  early  councils  appear  to 
have  been  convoked  by  the  Emperors,  this  was  done  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  ;  as  Leo  the  Great  observes  in 
his  letter — “  for  which  cause  (the  sole  cause  of  faith)  it  seemed 
good  to  convene  a  general  council  by  command  of  the  Christian 
Princes  with  the  consent  of  the  Apostolic  See.”  For  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  those  early  days  the  Church  was  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  Roman  Empire,  which  then  comprised  two-thirds 
of  the  known  world  ;  the  Bishops,  therefore,  were  the  subjects  of 
the  Emperor,  without  whose  consent  and  protection  they  could  not 
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assemble,  and  being  poor,  they  could  not,  in  those  days  of  slow  and 
expensive  travelling,  incur  the  expense  of  travelling  from  the  limits 
of  the  Empire.  Moreover,  and  this  is  a  consideration  frequently  over¬ 
looked — but  which  if  rightfully  considered  would  enable  us  to  under¬ 
stand  much  that  is  obscure — the  religious  world  was  shaken  to  its 
foundations  by  the  factious  spirit  of  Arianism,  Nestorianism,  Euty- 
cheism,  or  by  whatever  name  the  prevailing  heresies  may  be 
designated,  and  it  required  the  controlling  influence  of  the  secular 
arm  to  prevent  outrage,  and  moderate  the  excesses  of  parties. 
Times  have  changed — the  Roman  Empire  has  been  dismembered — no 
one  mind  controls  the  world  now.  To  this  universal  monarchy  has 
succeeded  in  modern  times  the  “balance  of  power,”  and  this  very 
circumstance,  which  was  supposed  from  the  wide-spread  dispersion  of 
the  Church  to  make  the  assemblage  of  a  General  Council  morally 
impossible,  on  the  contrary  it  renders  it  impossible  for  any  one 
person  to  prevent  such  an  accomplishment.  So  God  severally  dis¬ 
poses  all  things  and  renders  them  subservient  to  His  own  wise 
purposes.  Hence  the  Holy  Father,  addressing  himself  to  Christian 
princes  in  reference  to  the  forthcoming  Council,  merely  hopes  they 
will  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  Bishops  ;  he  does  not  entertain 
the  idea  of  any  obstacle  being  placed  in  their  way.  Read  in  this 
light,  history  will  bear  out  the  remark  that  of  old,  as  now, 
the  Pope,  and  only  the  Pope,  had  the  right  to  convoke  a  General 
Council.  But  moreover  this  convocation  must  extend  itself  to  all 
who  have  the’  right  of  suffrage — to  all  “  to  whom  by  right  or  by 
privilege  belongs  the  power  of  sitting  at  General  Councils  and 
pronouncing  their  judgment  thereon.” — Paul  III.  For  treating  of 
matters  affecting  the  Universal  Church,  a  council  to  be  general  must 
represent  the  Universal  Church,  —  and  as  the  .  convocation  must 
extend  to  all,  so  each  Bishop  is  bound  to  attend,  having  sworn  at 
his  consecration  that  if  “called  to  Synod  he  will  attend  unless 
prevented  by  canonical  excuses.” 

Having  the  right  to  convoke  a  General  Council,  evidently  the 
right  of  presiding  over  its  deliberations  and  approving  its  decrees 
must  also  be  inherent  in  the  Roman  Pontiff.  “It  is  plain,”  says 
Whately,  late  Anglican  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  “  that  no  society  that 
has  a  supreme  Governor  can  perform  any  act  as  a  society  and  in  its 
corporate  capacity  without  that  supreme  Governor  either  in  person 
or  represented  by  some  one  clearly  deputed  by  him  and  invested 
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with  his  authority.” — Essays  on  Kingdom  of  Christ  (2-22.)  Now  the 
Church  is  the  most  perfect  of  organized  societies  —  of  which  the 
Roman  Pontiff  is  Head  Pastor,  and  Ruler.  A  General  Council  is 
the  corporate  representative  of  this  society — to  the  Roman  Pontiff 
therefore  belongs  the  right  of  presiding  over  its  deliberations.  And 
if  we  ascend  the  stream  of  history  from  Trent  to  that  first  and 
model  of  all  Councils,  held  in  Jerusalem  A.  D.  51,  when  the 
Apostles  and  Ancients  assembled  to  consider  the  matter  of  circum¬ 
cision,  and  when  there  had  been  much  disputing,  Peter  rising  up 
said  to  them,  “men,  brethren,  &c.” — Acts  cxv.  ;  and  we  read  that 
when  he  had  done  speaking  “  all  the  multitude  held  their  peace.’ 
— v.  12.  In  Nice,  Constantinople,  Ephesus,  Chalcedon.,  &c.,  the 
legates  of  the  Pope  presided  and  were  the  first  to  sign  their  names 
to  the  decrees. — Billuart  vol.  5,  p.  233.  By  a  parity  of  reason  it 
is  required  that  the  decrees  emanating  from  General  Councils  have 
the  Pope‘s  approval.  These  decrees,  whether  of  faith  or  morals, 
affect  the  Universal  Church  and  are  binding  on  all.  But  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  no  number  of  particular  Bishops,  whose  jurisdic¬ 
tion  is  local,  can  issue  decrees  binding  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
jurisdiction.  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the  deliberations  of 
parliament  might  become  law  without  the  imperial  and  executive 
sanction,  as  that  decrees  of  councils  could  bind  the  Universal  Church 
without  the  sanction  of  him  who  is  Universal  Bishop  and  whose 
jurisdiction  extends  to  the  entire  church.  Hence  the*  question  of  the 
relative  superiority  of  Pope,  or  General  Council,  about  which  we 
hear  so  much,  and  over  which  Protestants  exercise  themselves  so, 
has  no  meaning  in  Theology.  A  General  Council  without  the  Pope 
is  a  pure  chimera — a  simple  impossibility.  In  a  General  Council 
the  Bishops  united  with  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  represent  the  Universal 
Church.  But  the  head  must  share  in  this  representation,  as  well  as 
the  body — a  body  without  its  head,  a  council  without  the  Pope,  is 
simply  a  truncated  monster,  having  no  existence  outside  the  deceased 
imaginations  of  the  Jansenists  and  a  few  Protestants.  The  very 
idea  of  it  involves  an  absurdity  and  should  not  be  entertained  even 
as  an  hypothesis.  As  a  part  cannot  represent  or  be  equal  to  the 
whole,  so  the  Bishops,  however  numerous,  cannot  represent  the 
Universal  Church  apart  from  the  Head  of  the  Church.  And  it 
may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  only  action,  affecting  the  Universal 
Church  allowed  to  Bishops  in  such  a  hypothesis,  would  be  to  deter- 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


39 


mine  the  validity  of  a  Pope’s  election,  or  settle  a  disputed  one. 
This  being  done,  the  Pope  once  elected  is  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
must  act  accordingly. 

These  conditions  then  being  requisite  that  a  Council  be  general — 
it  is  evident  that  only  on  very  rare  occasions,  when  defections  from 
the  faith  are  widespread,  when  morals  are  corrupted,  and  the  evils 
which  menace  the  Church  and  Society  are  threatening  and  immi¬ 
nent,  that  recourse  is  had  to  General  Councils.  Hence  the  motives, 
which  influenced  the  Holy  Father  in  this  19th  Century,  are  precisely 
those  which  influenced  Paul  III  in  the  16th — and  the  words  used 
by  Pius  IX,  arousing  us  of  to-day,  are  those  which  were  used  three 
centuries  ago  by  his  predecessor.  So  unchangeable  is  the  .Church, 
so  uniform  her  attitude  against  prevailing  errors.  “  Animos  repetentes, 
(says  Paul  III,)  majores  nostros  sapientia  admirabili  et  sanctitate 
praeditos ,  scepe  in  summis  Christiana  reipublicce  periculis  remedium 
optimum  atque  opportunissimum  (Ecumenica  Concilia  et  Episcoporum 
Generates  conventus  adhibuisse ;  ipsi  quoque  animum  ad-  Generate 
Concilium  habendum  adjecimus.”  Such,  too,  is  the  language  of  Pius  IX. 
General  Councils  are  not  necessary  to  the  Church,  and  can  hardly  be 
said  to  hold  a  normal  position  in  her  action  in  regard  to  the  preservation 
of  the  faith.  She  has  now  existed  19  Centuries,  during  which  she 
has  preached  the  faith,  proscribed  errors,  promoted  good  morals,  and 
helped  to  civilize  the  world  —  yet,  she  counts  but  Eighteen  General 
Councils  in  all,  and  of  these  not  one-half  issued  any  new  decrees 
concerning  faith.  While  during  the  three  first  centuries  till  A.D. 
325,  no  Council  at  all  was  held,  and  it  is  now  more  than  three  centuries, 
(Dec.  4,  1563)  since  Trent  closed  its  sessions.  We  subjoin  a  brief 
summary  of  the  various  Councils  and  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  convoked  : — 

The  following  is  a  list  of  these  eighteen  (Ecumenical  Councils  : — 1.  Nice, 
in  325,  against  Arius,  who  denied  the  divinity  of  the  Word.  2.  Constantinople,  in 
381,  against  Macedonius,  who  attacked  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
3.  Ephesus,  in  431,  against  Nestorius,  who  erred  concerning  the  Incarnation, 
and  refused  to  give  the  Blessed  Virgin  the  title  Mother  of  God.  4.  Chal- 
cedon,  in  451,  against  Eutyches,  who  originated  an  error  the  opposite  of  that 
of  Nestorius.  5.  Constantinople,  in  553,  against  the  three  celebrated  chapters 
which  fostered  the  errors  of  Nestorius  on  the  Incarnation.  G.  Constantinople, 
in  G80,  against  the  Monothelites,  wTho  continued  the  error  of  Eutyches,  in 
denying  that  Jesus  Christ  had  a  human  will.  7.  Nice,  in  7S7,  against  the 
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Iconoclasts,  or  breakers  of  images.  8.  Constantinople,  in  869,  against  Photius, 
the  author  of  the  Greek  schism.  9.  Lateran,  in  1123,  for  the  promulgation 
of  peace  between  the  ecclesiastical  power  and  the  empire,  after  the  long 
quarrels  of  the  Investiture,  and  also  for  the  Crusades.  10.  Lateran,  in  1139, 
for  the  re-union  of  the  Greeks,  and  against  the  errors  of  the  Albigenses.— 
11.  Lateran,  in  1179,  for  different  questions  of  discipline,  and  against  the 
heresies  of  the  day.  12.  Lateran,  in  1215,  against  the  Vaudois.  13.  Lyons, 
in  1245,  for  the  Crusade,  and  the  troubles  with  the  Emperor  Frederic.  14. 
Lyons,  in  1274,  for  the  Crusade,  and  for  re-union  with  the  Greeks.  15. 
Vienne,  in  1311,  for  the  Crusade,  and  different  questions  of  discipline,  and 
for  the  affair  of  the  Templars.  16.  Florence,  in  1430,  for  re-union  with  the 
Greeks.  17.  Lateran,  in  1511,  against  the  conventicle  of  Pisa.  18.  Trent, 
in  1545,  against  Protestantism.  Several  sessions  of  the  Council  of  Constance 
have  also  been  considered  (Ecumenical. — Bergier  Dictionaire  de  Theologie, 
au  mot  Concile. 

In  view  of  the  facts  which  this  summary  discloses,  it  will  be 
seen  how  utterly  worthless  is  much  that  we  hear  in  our  days  about 
Councils.  Councils  are  not  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  Church. 
Useful  and  important  they  may  be,  and  are,  but  not  necessary. 
The  Roman  Pontiff— the  supreme  Ruler  and  Doctor  of  the  Church 
— is  always  at  hand  to  sanction  and  define,  and  to  him,  guided  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  assisted  by  the  existing  belief  of  the  Church, 
are  the  faithful  ever  to  look  in  doubt  and  trouble,  and  in  him  will 
they  always  find  a  sure  and  faithful  shepherd,  who  will  nourish 
their  souls  with  the  pasture  of  sound  doctrine,  and  by  his  very 
word  put  to  flight  the  wolves  who  in  cunning  craftiness  lie  in  wait 
to  deceive.  And  in  truth,  without  referring  to  antiquity,  how  many 
errors  in  faith,  and  morals,  and  philosophy  so  called,  have  been  con¬ 
demned  since  the  Councils  of  Trent.  How  many  decrees  have  gone 
forth  from  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  affecting  the  universal  Church,  and 
binding  upon  all.  Notably  the  Bull  Unigenitus,  against  Jansenism, 
of  Clement  IX — the  most  insidious  and  dangerous  form  which  heresy 
assumed  since  the  days  of  Arius— the  more  insidious  and  dangerous 
that,  while  affecting  to  call  themselves  Catholics,  they  would  destroy 
her  authority,  and,  like  the  fabled  vipers  to  whom  they  are  com¬ 
pared  not  inaptly — gnaw  the  womb  of  the  mother  that  gave  them 
birth — and  in  our  own  days  that  ( Ineffabilis  Deus )  by  which  our 
present  illustrious  Pontiff  promulgated  the  decree  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception.  And  here  another  question,  and  one  subject  to  much 
misapprehension,  arises,  on  which  we  must  offer  a  few  remarks, 
namely:  What  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  action  of  General 
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Councils  in  matters  of  faith  %  Can  they  impose  any  new  article 
of  belief  on  the  faithful'?  Do  they  pretend  to  have  new  and  special 
revelations  from  heaven'?  By  no  means.  The  Church  has  no  claims 
to  any  special  revelation.  She  can  impose  no  new  dogma.  She  but 
declares  with  authority  what  did  form  part  of  the  original  deposit 
committed  once  and  for  all  to  the  guardianship  of  the  Church. 
Thus,  when  at  Nice  it  was  defined  that  Jesus  Christ  was  consub- 
stantial  to  the  Father,  a  What  was  it  but  marking  with  the  propriety 
of  a  new  appellation  an  old  article  of  faith.” — St.  Vincent  Lerins. 
The  same  holy  man  continues — c.  23  : — “  What  else  has  the  Church 
ever  endeavored  by  the  decrees  of  Councils,  but  that,  what  was  before 
simply  credited,  should  be  more  diligently  believed ;  that,  what  before 
was  preached  more  sparingly  should  afterwards  be  preached  more 
instantly  ;  that  what  before  was  more  securely  reverenced,  the  same 
afterwards  should  be  more  carefully  cherished.  This,  I  say,  and 
nothing  else,  has  the  Catholic  Church,  provoked  by  the  novelties  of 
heretics,  ever  done  by  the  decrees  of  her  Councils  ;  nothing  to  wit5 
but  what  she  previously  had  received  from  her  forefathers  by  tradition 
alone,  that  same  she  consigned  thenceforward  to  posterity  by  writing 
also  :  0,  Timothy ,  says  the  Apostle,  preserve  the  faith ,  avoiding  the 
profane  novelties  of  words .” 

But  this  will  become  more  apparent  still  if  we  consider  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  august  prerogative  of  infallibility  which  we  Catholics 
claim  for  the  Church. 

Infallibility,  regarded  in  its  most  elementary  light,  is  freedom  from 
doctrinal  error,  and  this  freedom  from  error  the  church  claims  in 
virtue  of  the  promises  of  the  Bedeemer  that  He  would  be  with  her 
all  days,  even  to  the  consummation  of  the  world.  Infallibility,  then, 
is  not  impeccability,  or  freedom  from  sin.  The  two  ideas  are  perfectly 
distinct.  The  Church  may  be  infallible,  as  in  truth  and  in  fact  she 
is,  and  yet  a  large  number  of  her  children  may  be  grave  and  scan¬ 
dalous  sinners.  But  they  are  sinners  precisely  because  they  reject  her 
advice  and  spurn  her  counsels;  and  so,  when  the  Church  is  said  to 
reform,  herself,  this  reformation  does  not  enter  into  the  divine  sphere 
of  the  faith  or  law  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  always  pure  and  incor¬ 
rupt,  but  rather  into  the  wilderness  of  human  action,  of  human 


42 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


tradition,  and  of  sins  which,  by  human  perversity,  are  always  accu¬ 
mulating.  Neither,  again,  is  infallibility  inspiration,  so  much,  as  a 
divine  assistance  in  teaching  the  truth  and  exposing  heresies.  “  This 
infallibility,  then,”  writes  Newman,  in  his  Apologia,  p.  274,  “  whether 
we  regard  it  as  residing  in  the  universal  Church  scattered  all  over 
the  world,  and  in  virtue  of  which  all  the  truths  of  revelation  are 
preserved  pure  and  incorrupt,  and  professed  by  all  believers,  as  if 
with  one  mouth ;  or  again,  as  recognized  in  the  Ecclesia  Docens — 
or  Church  teaching — by  the  legitimate  rulers  of  the  Church,  under 
the  Presidency  'of  the  Pope,  as  supervisor  and  Father  of  all,  claims, 
when  brought  into  exercise  in  the  legitimate  manner,  a  sure  guidance 
into  the  very  meaning  of  every  portion  of  the  divine  message  in 
detail — which  was  committed  by  our  Lord  to  His  Apostles.  It  claims 
to  know  its  own  limits,  and  to  decide  what  it  can  determine  abso¬ 
lutely,  and  what  it  can  not — it  claims,  moreover,  to  have  a  hold  upon 
statements  not  directly  religious,  so  far  as  to  determine  whether  they 
indirectly  relate  to  religion,  and,  according  to  its  own  definitive 
judgment,  to  pronounce  whether,  in  a  particular  case,  they  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  revealed  truth — it  claims  to  decide  magisterially  what 
statements  are  or  are  not  prejudicial  to  the  Apostolical  depositum  of 
faith,  and  to  condemn  or  allow  them  accordingly — it  claims  to  impose 
silence  at  will  on  matters  or  controversies  of  doctrine,  which  it  pro¬ 
nounces  to  be  dangerous  or  inexpedient,  or  inopportune.  And  these 
decisions  must  be  one  and  all  received  by  Catholics  with  submission 
and  reverence  ; — and  lastly,  it  claims  to  have  the  right  to  inflict 
spiritual  punishment,  or  cutting  off  from  the  ordinary  channels  of 
the  divine  life— of  simply  excommunicating  those  who  refuse  to  submit 
themselves  to  its  formal  declarations.  Such  is  the  infallibility  of  the 
Church  in  its  exercise.  It  has  no  existence — no  authority  outside  its 
own  sphere.  It  is  not  to  impose  any  new  doctrine,  but  it  is  to  decide 
what  does  or  what  does  not  form  part  of  the  depositum  committed 
by  Christ  to  His  Apostles.” — Apologia,  p.  275. 

Such  is  the  extent  of  the  infallibility  of  the  Church — such  the 
nature  of  her  action  in  matters  of  faith.  History  attests  the  fact 
that  she  has  ever  confined  herself  within  these  limits.  When  at  Nice, 
325,  the  consubstantiality  of  the  Son  was  defined  against  Arius,  there 
was  surely  nothing  added  to  the  faith.  Nor  again,  at  Constantinople, 
A.  D.,  381,  when  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  asserted 
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against  Macedonius.  The  Fathers  of  Ephesus,  431,  pronounced  Mary 
to  be  the  mother  of  God,  what  was  but  reasserting,  in  a  different 
form,  the  decree  of  Nice.  Mary  was  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  He 
was  the  Son  of  God,  consubstantial  with  the  Father.  Mary  was 
therefore  the  mother  of  God.  So  again,  when  both  at  Chalcedon, 
A.  D.,  451,  and  Constantinople,  A.  D.,  680,  the  human  will  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  asserted  against  Eutyches  and  the  Monotholites,  there 
was  here  no  new  revelation,  only  a  new  expression  and  assertion  of 
the  human  and  divine  natures  in  the  God-Man,  our  Saviour.  And 
coming  to  our  own  days,  and  to  a  matter  that  is  much  talked  of  but 
little  understood,  the  Bull  (Ineffabilis  Deus)  of  Dec.  8,  1864,  in  which 
Mary  is  declared  to  have  been  conceived  immaculate ;  even  here  there 
was  nothing  peculiar  in  the  action  of  the  Church.  On  the  contrary,  we 
could  not  instance  a  case  more  in  point  to  illustrate  our  assertion 
that  the  Church  does  not  pretend  to  any  new  revelation,  nor  impose 
any  new  dogma  of  faith.  For  what  are  the  circumstances  of  the 
case1?  For  eight  hundred  years  and  more — long  before  theology  could 
be  classified  with  the  exact  sciences — long  before  its  peculiar  termin¬ 
ology  was  defined  and  limited — this  question  of  Mary’s  immaculate 
conception  was  discussed  in  the  schools — the  people  meanwhile  prac¬ 
tising  devotions,  and  priests  saying  masses,  in  its  honor — devotions 
and  masses  indulgenced  by  the  Pope.  When  at  length  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  times  seemed  to  require  a  formal  recognition  of  it  by 
the  Church — when  Priests  and  Bishops,  and  religious  confraternities 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  had,  time  and  again,  urged  on  the  Sov¬ 
ereign  Pontiff  to  do  honor  to  the  Immaculate  Virgin,  and  satisfy  the 
devout  requests  of  the  faithful — how  did  the  Holy  Father  proceed  1 
He  was  an  exile  in  Gaeta,  driven  from  his  capital  and  stripped  of 
all  his  worldly  possessions;  but  he  was  no  less  the  Vicar  of  Christ 
— he  ruled  none  the  less  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  faithful. 
He  addressed  an  Encyclical  letter  to  the  Bishops  of  the  Church, 
requiring  of  them  to  state  their  belief  and  that  of  the  faithful  in 
their  respective  dioceses  on  the  question  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 
What  was  the  result]  From  east  and  west,  from  north  and  south, 
from  the  old  world  and  the  new,  there  came  the  testimony  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  Bishops,  giving  it  as  the  constant  and 
unbroken  tradition  of  their  churches  that  Mary  was  conceived  imma? 
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culate,  and  that  such  was  revealed  of  God !  !  Here  surely  was 
unity  and  catholicity  combined— here  was  the  whole  church,  in  a 
manner  never  before  ascertained,  testifying  to  her  belief  in  the  Imma¬ 
culate  Conception  of  the  Mother  of  God.  And  when,  a  few  years 
later,  the  Holy  Father  solemnly  pronounced  that  Mary  was  con¬ 
ceived  immaculate— that  never,  for  one  instant,  was  she  under  the 
power  or  empire  of  Satan,  and  that  this  doctrine  of  her  exemption 
was  revealed  of  God — there  was  no  new  doctrine;  it  was  only  “mark¬ 
ing  with  the  propriety  of  a  new  appellation  an  old  article  of  belief.” 
Before  the  decision  it  existed  in  substance — after  the  decision  it  had 
its  symbolism,  and  its  belief  is  of  obligation.  As  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  so  we  may  rest  assured,  dearly  Beloved,  shall  it  be  in 
the  future.  No  matter  how  many  Councils  may  meet — no  matter 
what  decrees  of  Popes  may  be  promulgated — we  may  rest  assured 
that  not  one  nor  other  shall  impose  any  new  doctrine,  and  shall 
contain  nothing  not  analagous  to,  and  in  keeping  with,  what  we  have 
already  received — nothing,  therefore,  not  contained  in  the  depositum 
of  faith  committed  once  and  forever  by  Christ  to  His  Church. 

And,  as  in  ages  past,  the  efforts  of  the  Church  were  concentrated 
against  the  various  errors  of  the  times — as  Nice  labored  against 
Arianism,  Ephesus  against  Nestorius,  Chalcedon  against  Eutyches — so 
the  coming  Council  of  the  Vatican  must  gird  itself  to  do  battle 
against  the  great  evil  of  our  times,  an  evil  which,  more  than  any 
positive  form  of  error,  undermines  the  faith  and  corrupts  the  morals 
of  unsuspecting  souls.  This  terrible  evil  may  and  does  assume  various 
forms,  but  is  designated  properly  as  Indifferentism.  Let  us,  then, 
pray  that,  as  in  the  past,  the  Spirit  of  God  guided  the  deliberations 
of  the  Church,  and  put  to  flight  heresies  and  error,  so  may  the 
same  Holy  Spirit  of  Truth  be  with  the  Fathers  of  the  coming 
Council,  guide  their  deliberations  and  give  them  a  successful  issue. 
There  may  have  been  times  when  more  illustrious  names  might  be 
counted  among  the  Episcopacy — we  may  not  find  names  to  fill  the 
space  in  history  which  an  Athanasius,  or  a  Basil,  or  a  Chrysostom 
occupied  in  their  days ;  yet  there  probably  never  was  a  period  in 
the  history  of  the  Church  in  which  she  could  boast  of  a  nobler 
spirit  being  displayed  by  the  great  body  of  the  Episcopacy — never 
were  they  more  faithful  to  their  sacred  calling— never  more  truly 
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loyal  and  devoted  to  the  head  of  the  Church.  This  being  so,  and 
considering  the  illustrious  and  shining  virtues  of  our  Holy  Pontiff- 
considering  that  none  of  his  predecessors  occupied  so  large  a  share 
in  the  hearts  and  affections,  not  alone  of  Catholics,  but  of  non- 
Catholics  also,  as  does  the  truly  benevolent  Pius  IX — may  we  not 
look  forward  to  great  and  important  results  to  religion  and  society  ; 
and  surely  never  were  these  beneficent  results  more  sadly  or  more 
pressingly  wanted.  Society  is  diseased  to  its  core.  In  many  res¬ 
pects  its  condition  resembles  that  of  the  pagan  world  when  Chris¬ 
tianity  was  first  established.  The  law  of  God  has  lost  its  hold  on 
vast  numbers,  and  especially  on  many  who  control  the  movements 
of  the  social  body.  God’s  institutions  are  ignored  or  perverted — 
material  views  and  interests  are  the  only  ones,  or  at  least  the  chief 
ones,  that  are  followed  and  obeyed,  and  are  promoted  with  a  zeal 
and  success  never  reached  at  any  former  period,  this  very  success 
blinding  men  to  the  concerns  of  their  immortal  souls. 

We  have  shown,  dearly  Beloved  Brethren,  that  the  rule  of  faith 

established  by  our  blessed  Lord  was  not  the  Bible  interpreted  by 

private  judgment,  but  the  living,  teaching,  infallible  authority  of  the 

Catholic  Church,  interpreting  the  written  and  unwritten  word  of 

God.  We  have  glanced  at  the  sad  results  that  have  flown  from  the 

principle  of  private  judgment  as  from  a  poisoned  fountain — results 

that  every  true  Christian  must  deplore, — we  have  seen  that  the 

nations  which  adopted  the  Protestant  principle  are  submerged  beneath 

a  dead  sea  of  Indifferentism  and  Rationalism — that  those  who  tore 

themselves  away  from  their  moorings  in  the  Catholic  Church  have 

been  drawn  out,  without  chart  or  compass,  into  a  dark  angry  sea 

of  doubt,  tossed  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine.  Everywhere  are 

the  dogmas  the  Reformers  brought  with  them  from  us,  melting 

under  the  powerful,  irresistible  solvent  of  their  principle — everywhere 

are  they  disappearing  before  the  wild,  living  intellect  of  man. 

Wherever  the  principle  of  private  judgment  has  been  adopted,  there 

religious  anarchy  and  dissensions  have  followed  as  a  consequence, 

and,  to  use  the  words  of  Milton  : 

- “He  straight  beheld  the  throne 

Of  chaos,  and  his  dark  pavillion  spread 

Wide  on  the  wasteful  deep;  with  him  enthroned 

Sat  sable-vested  night — the  consort  of  his  reign, 

And  by  them  stood —  *  *  * 

- Tumult  and  confusion  all  embroiled, 

And  discord,  with  a  thousand  various  mouths.” 
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We  have  seen  that  Protestant  missions,  wherever  established, 
although  backed  by  worldly  wealth  and  influence,  have  been  struck 
with  sterility ;  that  the  blight  of  barrenness  fell  upon  them — whilst 
the  Catholic  missions,  founded  by  priests  without  purse  or  scrip, 
have  flourished  under  the  blessing  of  God,  and  have  produced  fruit 
a  hundred  fold — how,  under  the  Apostolic  zeal  and  devotedness  of 
Catholic  missionaries,  the  beautiful  prophecy  of  Isaias  has  been 
literally  fulfilled. — Is.,  c.  xxxv  : 

1.  The  land  that  was  desolate  and  impassable  shall  be  glad,  and  the  wilder¬ 
ness  shall  rejoice,  and  shall  flourish  like  a  lily. 

2.  It  shall  bud  forth  and  blossom,  and  shall  rejoice  with  joy  and  praise  : 
the  glory  of  Libanus  is  given  to  it :  the  beauty  of  Carmel,  and  Saron,  they 
shall  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  the  beauty  of  our  God. 

3.  Strengthen  ye  the  feeble  hands,  and  confirm  the  weak  knees. 

4.  Say  to  the  faint-hearted  :  Take  courage  and  fear  not :  behold  your  God 
will  bring  the  revenge  of  recompense  :  G®d  himself  will  come  and  save  you. 

5.  Then  shall  the  eyes  of  the  blind  be  opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall 
be  unstopped.. 

6.  Then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  a  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb 
shall  be  free  :  for  the  waters  are  broken  out  in  the  desert,  and  streams  in  the 
wilderness. 

7.  And  that  which  was  dry  land  shall  become  a  pool,  and  the  thirsty  land 
springs  of  water.  In  the  dens  where  dragons  dwelt  before,  shall  rise  up  the 
verdure  of  the  reed  and  the  bulrush. 

8.  And  a  path  and  a  way  shall  be  there,  and  it  shall  be  called  the  holy 
way :  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  over  it,  and  this  shall  be  unto  you  a  straight 
way,  so  that  fools  shall  not  err  therein. 

9.  No  lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any  mischievous  beast  go  up  by  it,  nor  be 
found  there ;  but  they  shall  walk  there  that  shall  be  delivered. 

From  the  striking  contrast  between  the  success  of  Catholic  and 
the  utter  failure  of  Protestant  missions,  we  concluded  that  the 
former  succeeded  because  they  represented  the  system  founded  by 
Jesus  ;  and  the  latter  failed,  because  they  were  simply  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  mere  human  societies.  “  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them ,”  saith  our  Lord  ;  “  do  men  gather  grapes  from  thorns,  or  figs 
from  thistles.  Even  so,  every  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good  fruit, 
and  the  evil  tree  bringeth  forth  evil  fruit.  A  good  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  evil  fruit,  neither  can  an  evil  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit.” — 
Matt.  c.  vii.  v.  16-18.  The  conclusion  our  blessed  Lord  draws  is, 
that  wc  must  beware  of  false  prophets — men  who  preach  without  a 
divine  commission,  and  of  whom  God  complained  through  the  mouth 
of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah.  “  I  have  not  sent  them,  yet  they  run ; 
I  have  not  spoken  to  them,  yet  they  prophecy.”— Jer.  c.  xxiii.  v.  21. 
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We  then  briefly  traced  the  action  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  her 
General  Councils  ;  how  zealously  she  guarded  the  deposit  of  revealed 
truths  left  her  by  our  Redeemer — how,  when  at  any  time  a  doctrine 
was  assailed,  she  defined  it  more  clearly,  set  the  seal  of  her  infallible 
authority  upon  it,  and  withered  with  her  anathemas  the  opposing 
heresy, — how,  whilst  acting  as  the  fearless  and  ever  vigilant  custo¬ 
dian  of  revealed  truths,  she  never  failed  to  expel  from  her  system 
the  poison  of  false  doctrines. 

Studying  her  history,  we  can  lay  our  finger  on  the  precise  spot, 
and  mention  the  exact  date,  each  heresy  arose  to  be  branded  by  her 
— from  Simon  Magus  down  to  Luther  and  Calvin.  We  thus  have 
in  her  a  guide  that  will  never  lead  astray.  Under  her  protection 
we  are  as 

When  one  is  hid  from  the  wind,  and  hideth  himself  from  a  storm  ;  as 
rivers  of  waters  in  drought,  and  the  shadow  of  a  rock  that  standeth  out  in 
a  desert  land. 

The  eyes  of  them  that  shall  see  shall  not  be  dim,  and  the  ears  of  them 
that  hear  shall  hearken  diligently. 

And  the  heart  of  fools  shall  understand  knowledge,  and  the  tongues  of 
stammerers  shall  speak  boldly  and  plain. — Is.  c.  xxxii.,  v.  2,  3,  4. 

Looking  back  through  the  ages,  we  see  the  whole  horizon  suf¬ 
fused  with  glories  ;  we  behold  her  as  a  city  seated  on  a  mountain, 
and  generation  after  generation  flowing  into  her,  led  to  her  not  by 
the  dim  twinkling  of  a  star  in  the  east,  but  by  the  Sun  of 
Truth,  illuminating  the  entire  firmament  and  pouring  down  a  flood 
of  light  upon  the  City  of  God.  And  here  again  we  are  but  repro¬ 
ducing  the  thought  of  the  Prophet,  when  peering  into  the  future 
he  saw  the  glory  of  the  church  :  “  for  behold  darkness  shall  cover 
the  earth,  and  a  mist  the  people  ;  but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon 
thee,  and  His  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee,  and  the  Gentiles  shall 
walk  in  thy  light  and  kings  in  the  brightness  of  thy  rising.” 

The  life  of  the  church  is  the  exact  counterpart  of  that  of  her 
crucified  spouse — a  life  of  trials  and  persecutions,  but  also  a  life  of 
triumphs  and  victories :  “  Our  blessed  Lord  being  in  the  form  of 
“  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  but  He 
“  emptied  himself,  taking  the  form  of  a  servant,  being  made  in  the 
“  likeness  of  men,  and  in  habit  found  as  a  man  ;  He  humbled  him- 
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“  self,  becoming  obedient  unto  death — even  to  the  death  of  the 
“  cross,  for  which  cause  God  also  hath  raised  Him  up  and  given 
“  Him  a  name  which  is  above  all  names.” — Philip,  c.  11,  v.  6-9. 

Our  Saviour  was  misrepresented,  calumniated,  persecuted,  and 
finally  put  to  death,  and  his  lifeless  body  buried  in  the  tomb.  Yet 
it  was  there  where  man  is  weakest — where  he  is  next  to  nothing — 
that  the  Redeemer  put  forth  His  strength — it  was  then  He  tri¬ 
umphed  over  death  ;  from  the  dark  tomb  He  arose  with  a  new  life 
“  over  which  death  no  longer  shall  have  dominion.”  And  such  has 
been  also  the  life  of  the  Church,  u  always  doomed  to  death  but  not 
fated  to  die.  Our  beloved  Lord  clearly  foretold  that  such  would  be 
the  case.  “  The  disciple  is  not  above  His  master,  nor  the  servant 
above  his  Lord.  .  .  If  they  have  called  the  good  man  of  the 
house  Beelzebub  how  much  more  them  of  his  household.” — Matt.  c. 
x.,  v.  25.  “  In  the  world  you  shall  have  distress  ;  but  have  confi¬ 

dence,  I  have  overcome  the  world.” — John,  c.  xvi.,  v.  33.  “  Amen, 
amen,  I  say  to  you,  ye  shall  lament  and  shall  weep  but  the  world 
shall  rejoice,  but  your  mourning  shall  be  changed  into  joy.”— John, 
xxvi,  20.  And  so  her  whole  record  in  history  is  one  of  the  fiercest 
trials  and  one  of  the  most  glorious  triumphs.  For  upward  of  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  years  she  has  stood  the  test  of  Gamaliel,  thus  proving 
herself  to  be  not  of  man  but  of  God.  When  there  was  question  in 
Jewish  Council  of  crushing  her  in  her  very  infancy,  Gamaliel,  one 
of  the  members,  stood  up  and  said :  “  And  now,  therefore,  I  say 

to  you,  refrain  from  those  men  and  let  them  alone ;  for  if  this 
work  be  of  men  it  will  fall  to  nothing ;  but  if  it  be  of  God  you 
are  not  able  to  destroy  it,  lest,  perhaps,  you  be  found  to  oppose 
God.” — Acts,  c.  v.,  v.  38. 

Let  us  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  state  of  the  world,  at  the 
time  the  church  was  established  for  its  mighty  work,  and  we  shall 
see  what  tremendous  difficulties  beset  her  path  ;  through  what  fiery 
ordeals  she  had  to  pa  s — ordeals  in  which  a  mere  human  institution 
would  have  been  utterly  consumed.  At  the  time  the  Apostles  began 
their  mission,  the  world  was  politically  organized  into  what  is  known 
in  history  as  the  Roman  Empire.  This  mighty  empire,  the  greatest 
the  world  ever  saw,  the  consolidation  of  centuries,  was  then  in  the 
meridian  splendour  of  its  glory.  It  had  accomplished  its  Providen¬ 
tial  mission  ;  “  as  iron  breaketh  into  pieces  and  subdueth  all 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


40 


tilings,”  so  did  this  colossal  empire  trample  down  thrones,  overturn 
kingdoms,  and  out  of  their  fragments  build  up  its  own  vast  struc¬ 
ture.  The  distant  frontiers  were  guarded  by  thousands  of  men,  able 
soldiers,  who  kept  them  inviolate  from  the  savage  hordes  that 
roamed  the  forest  and  the  wilderness  beyond.  The  Eternal  City  itself 
was  then  in  its  full  splendour,  embellished  with  the  genius  and 
wealth  of  nations,  and  decked  out  in  the  spoils  and  trophies  of 
many  hundred  years ;  it  resembled  an  immense  gorgeous  palace, 
ineffably  rich  and  beautiful.  .  Within  that  city  were  brought  together 
five  millions  of  the  most  intellectual  and  learned  inhabitants  the 
world  could  then  boast  of.  It  was  literally  crowded  with  philoso¬ 
phers,  poets,  orators,  sculptors,  painters,  as  well  as  by  the  ablest 
statesmen  and  bravest  generals.  In  this  proud  intellectual  city  a 
poor,  illiterate  fisherman  begins  to  preach  a  new  religion.  Popular 
attention  is  gradually  drawn  towards  him.  Men  grow  restless  in  the 
presence  of  the  eternal  truths,  and  in  the  hearing  of  maxims  that 
make  war  on  their  darling  passions.  Might  endeavours  to  crush 
Right.  Peter  is  crucified  and  Paul  of  Tarsus  is  beheaded.  The 
persecuted  Christians  retire  to  the  catacombs.  For  nearly  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  the  fiercest  persecution  rages  against  the  followers  of  the 
crucified.  During  that  long  period  the  whole  power  of  the  Roman 
Empire  was  leagued  against  the  church  and  essayed  to  drown  her 
in  the  blood  of  her  children.  Her  churches  were  torn  down,  her 
sacred  books  burned,  and  her  children  martyred  by  thousands,  until, 
in  the  reign  of  Diocletian,  it  was  thought  that  she  was  utterly 
crushed,  and  a  monument  was  erected  bearing  the  inscription  : — 
“  The  Christian  name  abolished.”  But  Christ  promised  he  should 
be  with  her  all  days,  unto  the  consummation  of  the  world — and  she 
shall  not  perish.  After  the  victory  of  Constantine  she  comes  forth 
from  her  hiding  places,  builds  glorious  temples,  and  becomes  the 
religion  of  the  empire.  She  survived  that  long  and  fierce  persecu¬ 
tion  because  Christ  her  founder  built  her  on  a  rock,  “  and  when 
the  rains  fell,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  they 
beat  upon  her  she  fell  not,”— Matt.,  c.  vii.,  v.  25.  The  bark  of 
Peter  weathered  triumphantly  the  fierce  wild  tempest  and  the 
mountain  billows,  because  Christ,  her  pilot,  rising  in  His  own  good 
time,  “commanded  the  waves  and  the  sea,  and  there  came  a  great 
calm.”— Matt.,  c.  viii. ,  v.  26, 
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The  sword  of  persecution  is  scarcely  sheathed  when  new  trials 
have  to  be  endured  and  overcome.  The  Arian  heresy  sprung  up  in 
the  fourth  century,  denying  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  aiming 
at  the  same  time  a  death  blow  at  the  heart  of  the  Church.  True, 
it  was  branded  and  anathematized  in  the  Council  of  Nice  (A.  D.  325) ; 
but  it  nevertheless  spread  like  a  contagion.  It  found  bishops  and 
priests  among  its  fautors  and  abettors,  and  had  crowned  heads  its 
avowed  patrons.  Like  all  heresies,  when  it  became  strong  enough, 
it  made  use  of  physical  violence  to  carry  out  its  wicked  aims.  It 
banished  Catholic  Bishops  from  their  sees,  and  substituted  in  their 
stead  its  own  friends.  It  convoked  spurious  Councils,  in  which  to 
promulgate  its  anti-Christian  tenets;  in  fine,  it  claimed  the  Christian 
world  as  its  own.  But  its  hour  came.  The  hand-writing  of  its  doom 
was  seen  on  the  walls  of  its  temples,  and,  after  a  reign  of  vio¬ 
lence,  persecution  and  fraud,  it  disappeared  from  the  face  of  Chris¬ 
tendom.  Under  the  withering  anathema  of  the  Church,  Arianism 
sank  to  rise  no  more,  and  Catholic  truth,  as  the  sun  emerging  from 
a  cloud,  shone  out  with  renewed  brilliancy. 

And  now  other  storms  are  brewing,  and  dark  clouds  have  been 
gathering  towards  the  north  and  the  east,  soon  to  burst  upon  the 
Church  in  a  wasting  flood.  The  barbarians,  issuing  from  their  nor¬ 
thern  climes  and  savage  forests,  sweep  over  the  empire  with  the 
headlong  impetuosity  and  destructive  fury  of  a  resistless  inundation. 
Before  this  headlong  terrific  advance  the  Roman  legions  break  and 
melt  away.  Onward  they  come,  those  fierce  barbarians,  like  the 
ever  spreading  billows  of  the  ocean  ;  onward  they  come  in  countless 
swarms,  hideous  and  cruel,  and,  like  locusts,  in  numbers  and  voracity ; 
sparing  nothing,  leaving  nothing  untouched — wasting  and  devastating 
everything  between  the  Euphrates  and  the  Atlantic.  Before  this 
^resistible  tornado  cities  and  towns,  churches  and  monasteries,  insti¬ 
tutions  of  learning  ;  yea,  the  very  arts  of  life,  such  as  architecture, 
engineering  and  agriculture,  went  down.  The  light  of  civilization 
went  out  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  and  the  world  was  pushed  back 
again  into  the  night  of  barbarism.  The  whole  face  of  society  was 
like  the  earth  before  the  seven  day’s  creation,  without  form,  and 
void,  and  darkness  was  upon  it.  Oh  !  for  some  ark  to  float  above 
this  universal  flood,  and  to  save  from  general  destruction  the  written 
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word  of  God— the  hopes  of  humanity,  the  intellectual  wealth  of  the 
past,  the  immortal  products  of  human  genius— in  fine,  all  the  accu¬ 
mulated  wisdom  and  experience  which  antiquity  had  bequeathed  as  a 
priceless  inheritance.  We  behold  that  ark  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
She  was  the  only  institution  that  survived  the  general  wreck— she 
shone  above  it  like  the  rainbow  of  promise  over  the  subsiding  waters 
of  the  deluge — over  the  wild  waste — the  wilderness  of  ruins — her 
voice  went  out,  like  the  breath  of  spring  upon  the  hills  and  in  the 
valleys,  and  behold  the  winter  of  desolation  is  past,  the  land  that 
was  desolate  is  glad,  and  the  wilderness  rejoices  and  flourishes  like 
the  lily.  Into  the  chaotic  mass  that  lay  before  her  she  breathed 
the  breath  of  life,  and  from  that  chaos  arose  her  own  beautiful 
creation,  which  is  known  in  history  as  Christendom.  She  perished 
not,  because  she  was  upheld  by  the  Almighty  arms ;  she  not  only 
did  not  perish,  but  she  saved  for  humanity  the  Christian  religion 
and  all  its  attendant  blessings. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  long-continued  contest  between  the 
Crescent  and  the  Cross,  which  lasted  well  nigh  a  thousand  years. 
About  a  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Mahomed,  his  fanatical 
followers  had  conquered  nearly  half  the  world.  They  swept  over 
parts  of  Asia  and  northern  Africa  in  a  wave  of  fire,  blighting  and 
blasting  all  that  it  touched.  They  even  penetrated  into  Spain,  and 
were  prevented  from  desolating  the  fair  fields  of  France  only  by 
the  vigorous  arms  and  military  genius  of  Charles  Martel.  At  this 
very  time  Europe  was  torn  asunder  by  dissensions  and  feuds  between 
its  own  distracted  children.  But  the  voice  of  the  Church  sounded 
high  above  the  din  and  tumult  of  baronial  conflicts,  calling  on  the 
chivalrous  sons  of  Christendom  to  heal  their  dissensions,  to  rally 
around  the  cross,  and  go  forth  and  do  battle  against  the  Moslem. 
History  records  the  result.  The  Crescent  was  trailed  in  the  dust, 
and  the  Church  came  forth  victorious  from  the  conflict,  once  more 
the  saviour  of  European  civilization.  The  Church  is  the  mother  of 
Christian  chivalry,  and  those  who  rail  at  the  crusades  which  she 
organized,  might  this  day,  but  “for  her,  be  turbaned  Mahometans 
and  devout  readers  of  the  Koran. 

We  come  now  to  the  most  tremendous  assaults  which  she  was 
ever  fated  to  endure.  We  allude  to  the  so-called  Reformation,  It 
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were  too  tedious  to  dwell  on  this  startling  religious  revolution  longer 
than  to  state  that  it  robbed  the  Church  of  all  northern  Europe,  of 
half  Germany,  and  of  Great  Britain,  From  these  countries  she 
was  nigh  extirpated.  Her  institutions  were  razed  to  the  ground, 
her  properties  confiscated,  her  worship  madh  a  felony,  and  her  best 
children  martyred  or  driven  into  exile.  All  that  the  vilest  calumny 
and  most  fierce  persecution,  and  most  ingenious  torture  penal  laws 
could  inflict,  were  tried  against  her.  Never  was  the  bark  of  Peter 
assailed  by  so  terrific  a  storm— never  did  the  seas  roll  higher,  or 
was  the  sky  more  threateningly  overcast.  All  seemed  lost,  and  those 
of  little  faith  trembled  for  the  issue.  But  soon  above  angry  sea 
the  heavens  opened — the  dark  clouds  rolled  away— the  rainbow  of 
promise  spanned  the  firmament — and  Christ  arose  and  commanded 
the  sea  and  the  waves,  and  there  came  a  great  calm  ;  and  when 
the  storm  hath  passed,  the  bark  of  the  Church  is  seen  triumphantly 
riding  o’er  the  waters.  She  gained  more  in  the  New  World  than 
she  had  lost  in  the  old — and  we  have  seen  how  she  is  once  more 
reconquering  the  old  countries  from  which  she  had  been  driven — 
how  she  is  again  gathering  and  putting  in  order  the  scattered  stores 
of  her  olden  sanctuaries,  and  rebuilding  her  fallen  temples.  Every 
day  we  may  witness  how  the  children  of  those  who  hafl  borne  false 
testimony  against  her  are  returning  home  to  the  Church  of  the  living 
God — “  The  pillar  and  ground  of  Truth.” — 2  Tim.,  c.  iii.,<v.  15.  Thus 
has  been  fulfilled  the  promise  made  of  old  to  the  Church  of  God  : 
“  0  !  poor  little  one,  tossed  with  the  tempest,  without  all  comfort — 
behold  I  will  lay  thy  stones  in  order,  and  will  lay  thy  foundations 
with  sapphires ;  and  I  will  make  thy  bulwarks  of  jasper,  and  thy 
gates  of  graven  stones,  and  all  the  borders  of  desirable  stones.  .  . 
No  weapon  that  is  formed  against  thee  shall  prosper ;  and  every 
tongue  that  resisteth  thee  in  judgment  thou  shalt  condemn.” — Isaias, 
liv.,  11-17. 

The  glorious  chapters  of  the  Church’s  history  which  we  have 
glanced  at  are  sure  anticipations  of  glorious  chapters  yet  to  come. 
“  Jesus  Christ  yesterday ,  to-day ,  and  the  same  forever.” — Hebr.,  xiii.,  8. 
And  such  also  is  His  spouse.  He  has  brought  her  safe  through  the 
perils  of  the  past,  and  will  be  with  her  even  unto  the  end.  The 
Gentiles  may  rage,  and  the  people  devise  vain  things,  but  the  Church 
must  ever  triumph,  because  she  is  divine.  The  greatest  cities,  'the 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


53 


mightiest  empires  of  antiquity  have  disappeared,  and  live  only  in 
history.  The  Roman  Empire,  the  most  powerful  organization  ever 
made  by  human  hands,  has  been  broken  into  fragments  by  many  a 
hard  blow — “  scalpri  salubris  ictibus  et  tunsione  plurimoe but  the 
Catholic  Church  survives  them  all,  not  as  an  antique,  not  as  a 
time-honored  ruin,  like  the  Roman  Colliseum,  or  the  turrets  of  Babel, 
or  Palmyra,  around  which  cluster  glorious  memories'  but  full  of  life 
and  vigor,  because  she  is  immortal — “  Behold  I  am  with  you  all  days, 
even  unto  the  consummation  of  the  world,” — Math,  xxviii,  20. 

Oh!  dearly  beloved  Brethren,  let  us  thank  God  for  the  grace  of 
being  members  of  this  same  true  Church,  for  the  boon  of  being 
children  of  the  spouse  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  be  heartily  devoted 
and  loyal  to  the  cause  of  Holy  Church — the  greatest  cause  known 

to  earth,  because  it  is  the  cause  of  God  and  of  humanity.  Let  us 

so  live  that  the  life  of  Jesus  may  be  manifested  in  our  bodies. 

Let  us  keep  the  commandments  of  God  and  His  Church,  and  be 

united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  charity,  that  all  may  know  that  we 
are  Christ’s  true  followers.  “  By  this  shall  all  men  know,”  says 
Christ,  “that  you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  love  one  another.” — 
John,  xiii,  35.  It  will  avail  us  but  little  to  be  members  of  the  one 
true  Church,  if  our  lives  be  not  in  harmony  with  the  sanctity  of 
our  profession.  Faith  alone  will  not  save  us.  “Not  every  one,” 
says  our  dear  Redeemer,  “who  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  who  doth  the  will  of  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  he  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 
Math,  vii,  21.  “Now  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father,”  says  St. 
Paul,  “is  our  sanctification.” — Thes.,  iv,  3.  “I  beseech  you,  therefore, 
Brethren,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  that  you  present  your  bodies  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy,  pleasing  unto  God,  your  reasonable  service ; 
and  be  not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  reformed  in  the  new¬ 
ness  of  your  mind,  that  you  may  prove  what  is  the  good  and  the 
acceptable,  and  the  perfect  will  of  God.”— Romans,  xii,  1-2. 

In  the  words  of  our  liturgy  for  Good  Friday  let  us  pray  for 
the  Holy  Church  of  God,  that  our  God  and  Lord  would  be  pleased 
to  give  it  peace,  maintain  it  in  union  and  preserve  it  over  the 
earth. 

Let  us  pray  also  for  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope,  that  our  Lord 
God  who  selected  him  to  the  order  of  the  Episcopacy  may  preserve 
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him  in  health  and  safety  for  the  good  of  his  holy  Church,  to 
govern  the  holy  people  of  God. 

Let  us  -pray  for  heretics  and  schismatics,  that  our  Lord  God 
would  be  pleased  to  deliver  them  from  all  their  errors,  and  recall 
them  to  our  holy  mother  the  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church. 

Let  us  pray  also  for  the  Pagans,  that  Almighty  God  would 
take  iniquity  out  of  their  hearts,  that  by  quitting  their  idols  they 
may  be  converted  to  the  true  and  living  God  and  His  only  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  God  and  Lord. 

In  order  that  the  prayers  of  the  Christian  world  may  be  more 
acceptable  to  God  and  more  beneficial  to  the  Church,  our  Holy 
Father,  in  apostolic  letters  dated  the  11th  of  April,  1869,  and 
addressed  to  the  Universal  Church,  has  promulgated  a  plenary  in¬ 
dulgence,  in  the  form  of  a  Jubilee.  The  time  for  holding 
which  Jubilee  will  date  from  the  first  day  of  June  and  continuing 
till  the  sessions  of  the  Council  are  brought  to  a  close.  The  Holy 
Father  says : — 

“No  one  can  surely  be  ignorant  that  an  (Ecumenical  Council 
has  been  convoked  by  us,  to  begin  in  our  Vatican  Basilica  on  the 
eighth  day  of  the  month  of  December  next,  sacred  to  the  Immacu¬ 
late  Conception  of  the  most  holy  Mary  Virgin  Mother  of  God. 

“  Wherefore,,  in  the  meantime,  we  have  never  ceased  from  pour¬ 
ing  forth  in  the  humility  of  our  hearts  our  prayers  and  supplications 
to  the  Father  'of  Light  and  Mercies,  from  whom  every  good  gift 
and  every  perfect  gift  comes,  that  He  would  send  from  heaven  ‘  the 
wisdom  that  sitteth  by  His  throne  that  He  would  be  with  us  and 
labor  with  us  to  the  end,  we  may  know  what  is  acceptable  to  Him.’ 
— Sap.,  c.  ix. 

“And  that  God  may  more  readily  hearken  to  our  desires,  and 
incline  His  ears  to  our  prayers,  we  have  resolved  to  stir  up  the 
religion  and  piety  of  all  the  faithful  of  Christ,  that  they,  joining 
their  prayers  with  ours,  we  implore  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
High  and  His  heavenly  light,  assisted  by  which  we  may  establish 
in  this  Council  all  those  things  which  tend  to  the  common  safety 
of  the  whole  Christian  people,  but  more  especially  to  the  greater 
glory,  happiness  and  peace  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
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“  And  since  it  is  well  known  that  the  prayers  of  man  are  more 
acceptable  to  God  when  offered  from  a  clean  heart,  that  is  from 
souls  free  from  all  wickedness,  therefore  have  we  resolved  to  throw 
open  on  this  occasion,  and  with  Apostolic  liberality,  to  all  the 
faithful  of  Christ  the  heavenly  treasurry  of  Indulgences  committed 
to  our  dispensation,  that  being  thereby  moved  to  repentance,  and  by 
the  sacrament  of  penance  cleansed  from  the  stains  of  sin,  they 
approach  the  throne  of  God  with  more  confidence  and  obtain  His 
mercy  and  grace  in  a  seasonable  aid.” 

The  conditions  required  by  the  Holy  Father  in  order  that  the 
faithful  may  gain  this  indulgence,  are  as  follows  : — 

1st. — They  must  visit  on  two  occasions  their  parochial  churches, 
and  there  pray  for  some  time  for  the  conversion  of  all  that  are  in 
error,  for  the  propagation  of  our  holy  faith,  for  the  peace,  tran¬ 
quility,  and  triumph  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

2nd. — They  must  fast  on  three  days  —  Wednesday,  Friday  and 
Saturday.  But  these  days  are  not  necessarily  compressed  into  one 
week.  They  must,  however,  not  correspond  with  the  fast  days  of 
Quatuor  Tense. 

3rd. — They  must  worthily  and  devoutly  approach  the  Sacraments 
of  Penance  and  the  most  Holy  Eucharist. 

4th. — They  must  contribute  some  alms,  according  to  their  means 
and  piety,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  The  alms  so  collected  through¬ 
out  this  Diocese — and  we  urge  upon  the  clergy  to  make  them  as 
ample  and  liberal  as  possible — must  be  forwarded  to  our  Episcopal 
Residence  for  the  support  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  Mount  Hope 
just  now  being  established  in  London. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who,  from  sickness  or  poverty,  or  any 
other  legitimate  cause,  cannot  comply  with  the  above  conditions,  we 
are  authorized  by  the  Holy  Father,  and  we  hereby  delegate  power 
to  all  confessors,  of  commuting  any  of  the  above  conditions  (Con¬ 
fession  and  Communion  excepted)  and  substituting  for  them  any  pious 
work  they  may  think  fit  and  suitable. 

In  the  case  of  children,  not  of  age,  to  make  their  first  com¬ 
munion,  the  confessors  may  grant  the  indulgence  without  that 
condition  being  complied  with. 


56 


PASTORAL  LETTER. 


The  pastors  of  the  respective  missions  of  our  Diocese  will  see 
that  within  the  period  appointed  by  the  Holy  Father  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  will  be  afforded  their  respective  docks  of  approaching  the 
Sacraments  and  of  complying  with  the  other  conditions  required  by 
the  Holy  Father  for  the  gaining  the  Indulgence  of  the  Jubilee. 

The  Holy  Father  adds  : — Prsecipimus  autem  a  commemorato  die 
primo  Junii  usque  ad  diem  quo  (Ecumenica  Synodus  fmem  habuerit 
ab  omnibus  universi  Catholici  orbis  utruisque  Cleri  Sacredotibus, 
quotidie  addi  in  Missa  orationem ,  de  Spiritu  Sancto. 

The  priests  are  of  course  required  to  comply  with  this  requirement. 

For  the  rest,  Brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever 
modest,  whatsoever  just,  whatsoever  holy,  whatsoever  lovely,  what¬ 
soever  of  good  fame — if  there  be  any  virtue,  if  any  praise  of  disci¬ 
pline,  think  on  these  things.  “  The  things  which  you  have  both 
learned,  and  received,  and  heard,  and  seen,  these  do  ye,  and  the 
Lord  of  Peace  shall  be  with  you.”-— Phil.,  c.  iv.,  v.  8-9. 

This  Pastoral  shall  be  read  in  all  the  churches  of  the  Diocese 
on  the  first  Sunday  after  its  reception. 

Given  at  our  Episcopal  Residence,  London,  on  the  Vigil  of  Pen- 
ticost,  15th  of  May,  1869. 

tJOHN,  Bp.  of  Sandwich. 

(Loco  Ligilii.) 

By  order  of  His  Lordship, 

P.  D,  STONE,  Pt.,  Secretary. 
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A. 

We  have  purposely  abstained  from  treating  on  the  unity  of  the  Church,  in  con¬ 
tradistinction  to  Protestant  dissensions,  because  space  forbade  us,  and  also,  because 
this  note  of  the  Church  is  one  of  those  facts  which  are  simply  undeniable.  The 
unity  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  doctrine,  worship  and  essential  discipline,  is  and 
always  has  been  her  eternal  and  inalienable  characteristic — it  is  as  manifest  as  the 
sun  in  the  heavens ;  whilst  change  and  dissension  must  ever  be  the  attribute  of 
error.  “You  change,”  said  Bossuet  to  the  Reformers,  “but  truth  never  changes.” 
And  Balmes  said  of  Bossuet’s  immortal  work — “History  of  Protestant  Variations.” 
“A  history  of  variations  must  be  a  history  of  errors.” 

B. 

In  the  text  we  dwelt  upon  the  absurdity  of  the  assertion  that  the  Bible,  inter¬ 
preted  by  each  individual  for  himself,  is  the  divinely  appointed  means  for  acquiring 
a  true  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Clu-ist.  The  following 
remarks  from  the  pen  of  the  Archbishop  of  Westminster  are  so  forcible  and  so  per¬ 
tinent  to  the  point  at  issue,  that  we  deem  it  useful  to  append  them.  They  will 
amply  repay  perusal : 

“  It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Christianity  was  not  derived  from 
Scripture,  nor  depends  upon  it ;  that  the  master  error  of  the  Reformation  was  the 
fallacy,  contrary  both  to  fact  and  to  faith,  that  Christianity  was  to  be  derived  from 
the  Bible,  and  that  the  dogma  of  faith  is  to  be  limited  to  the  written  records  of 
Christianity ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  spirit  is  bound  by  the  letter,  and  that  in 
the  place  of  a  living  and  divine  teacher  the  Church  has  for  its  guide  a  written  book. 

“It  is  to  this  fallacy  I  would  make  answer  by  drawing  out  what  is  the  relation 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  interpretation  of  the  written  Word  of  God. 

“  1.  First,  then,  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  revelation  of  Christianity  was  given 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  preached  also  and  believed  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  before  the  New  Testament  existed.  The  knowledge  of  God  through  the 
Incarnation,  and  the  way  of  salvation  through  grace,  was  revealed  partly  by  our 
Divine  Lord,  and  fully  by  the  Holy  Ghost  at  His  coming.  The  faith  or  science  of 
God  was  infused  into  the  Apostles  by  a  divine  illumination.  It  was  not  built  up 
by  deduction  from  the  Old  Testament,  but  came  from  God  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
and  from  His  Holy  Spirit.  It  was  in  itself  the  New  Testament,  before  a  line  of  it- 
was  written.  It  was  a  divine  science,  one,  full,  harmonious  and  complete,  from  its 
central  truths  and  precepts  to  its  outer  circumference.  It  was  traced  upon  the 
intelligence  of  man  by  the  light  which  followed  from  the  intelligence  of  God.  The 
outlines  of  truth  as  it  is  in  the  Divine  Mind  so  far  as  God  was  pleased  to  reveal, 
that  is,  to  unveil  it,  were  impressed  upon  the  human  mind. 

“This  truth  was  preached  throughout  the  world  by  the  Apostolic  mission.  They 
were  commanded  to  ‘  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  and  to  make  disciples  of 
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all  nations.’  And  what  Jesus  commanded  the  Apostles  did.  They  promulgated 
the  whole  of  Christianity.  They  baptised  men  into  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  But 
before  they  baptised  any  man  he  became  a  disciple  ;  that  is,  he  learned  the  faith. 
The  faith  was  delivered  to  him  in  the  articles  of  the  Baptismal  Creed,  as  the  law 
was  delivered  in  the  ten  commandments.  These  two  summaries  contain  the  whole 
truth  and  law  of  God.  And  every  baptised  person,  according  to  his  capacity, 
received  the  explicit  knowledge  of  all  that  is  implicitly  contained  in  them.  But 
what  was  the  source  of  this  perfect  science  of  God  in  J esus  Christ  ?  It  was  in  no 
written  book,  but  the  presence  of  a  Divine  Person  illuminating  both  the  teachers 
and  the  taught. 

“And  this  universal  preaching  of  the  Apostles  was  written  by  the  Spirit  upon 
the  intelligence  and  heart  of  the  living  Church,  and  sustained  in  it  by  His  presence. 
The  New  Testament  is  a  living  Scripture,  namely,  the  Church  itself,  inhabited  by 
the  Spirit  of  God;  the  author  and  writer  of  all  revealed  truth.  He  is  the  Digitus 
Patcrnce  dexter  w,  ‘the  finger  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,’  by  -whom  the  whole 
revelation  of  the  New  Law  is  written  upon  the  living  tables  of  the  heart.  St. 
Iremeus,  the  disciple  of  Polycarp,  the  disciple  of  St.  John,  writing,  fifty  years  after 
the  death  of  the  last  Apostle,  asks  :  ‘  What  if  the  Apostles  had  not  left  us  writings, 
would  it  not  have  been  needful  to  follow  the  order  of  that  tradition  which  they  de¬ 
livered  to  those  to  wdiom  they  committed  the  Churches  ?  to  which  many  of  the  bar¬ 
barous  nations  wrho  believe  in  Christ  assent,  having  salvation  written,  without  paper 
and  ink,  by  the  Spirit  in  their  hearts,  sedulously  guarding  the  old  tradition.’ — St. 
Iren.,  adv.  Hseres.,  lib.  iii. ,  cap.  4,  p.  178. 

“Thisw'asa  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  Incarnation.  During  all  this 
time,  which  is  nearly  four  generations  of  men,  on  what  had  Christianity  depended 
for  its  perpetuity  but  upon  the  same  divine  fact  which  was  its  source,  the  presence 
of  a  Divine  Person  inhabiting  the  mystical  body  or  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
sustaining  the  original  revelation  in  its  perfect  integrity  ? 

“2.  But,  secondly,  this  revelation  w'as  also  divinely  recorded  before  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures  were  written. 

“It  was  wHtten,  as  I  have  said,  upon  the  minds  of  the  Pastors,  or  the  Ecdesia 
Docens,  the  Church  teaching  the  world  ;  and  upon  the  minds  of  the  flock  or  the 
Ecclesia  discens,  the  Church  learning  throughout  the  world. 

“  It  wras  recorded  and  incorporated  in  the  seven  Sacraments  of  Grace,  which  are, 
■each  one  of  them,  truths  of  revelation,  permanently  embodied  and  proposed  to 
faith.  The  sacrament  of  Baptism  incorporates,  so  to  say,  the  doctrines  of  original 
sin  and  of  regeneration  ;  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  the  absolution  of  sin  after 
baptism,  the  cleansing  of  the  Precious  Blood,  the  power  of  contrition,  the  law  of 
expiation  ;  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation,  the  interior  grace  and  the  seven  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  ;  the  Sacrament  of  Order,  the  divine  authority,  unity,  and  power 
of  the  Hierarchy  of  the  Church  ;  the  Sacrament  of  Matrimony,  the  unity  and  indis¬ 
solubility  of  Christian  marriage,  the  root  of  the  Christian  werld  ;  and  so  on.  Each 
one  embodies,  teaches,  and  requires  faith  in  a  constellation  of  Christian  truths  ; 
and  the  seven  sacraments  of  the  Church  are  a  Record  or  Scripture  of  God,  anterior 
to  the  wrritten  gospels  of  the  Evangelists.  Much  more  the  Divine  worship  of  the 
Universal  Church,  of  which  one  of  these  seven  sacraments  is  the  centre,  namely  the 
Sacrament  and  Sacidfice  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  incarnation, 
redemption,  and  con-substantial  union  of  the  Mystical  Body,  with  its  Head,  the 
communion  of  saints  and  of  souls  departed  are  therein  incorporated  and  manifested. 
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All  truths  congregate  around  the  altar,  as  all  truths  radiate  from  Jesus  Christ. 
The  whole  revelation  of  Christianity  is  reflected  in  it. 

“But  the  Church,  its  sacraments,  and  its  worship  were  spread  throughout  the 
world  before  as  yet  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  were  written. 

“  It  was  not  till  the  faith  had  been  everywhere  preached,  believed,  defined  in 
creeds,  recorded  in  the  mind  of  the  Universal  Church,  embodied  in  sacraments,  and 
manifested  in  its  perpetual  worship,  that  the  New  Testament  was  formed  by  the 
inspiration  and  impulse  of  the  same  Divine  Teacher  who  had  already  revealed  the 
whole  truth  to  the  Apostles,  it  was  for  the  most  part  put  in  writing.  I  say  for  the 
most,  because  the  written  scripture  is  not  co-extensive  with  the  revelation  of  Pen¬ 
tecost,  and  with  the  preaching  of  the  Apostles.  The  written  scripture  pre-supposes 
and  recognises  in  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed  the  knowledge,  of  the  whole  Truth. 
It  is  to  the  Church,  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  what  the  writings  and  letters  of  a 
man  are  to  his  personal  identity.  They  would  recognise  all,  but  record  only  a  part ; 
imply  many  things,  and  express  only  such  things  as  fall  within  their  scope.  The 
most  elementary  knowledge  of  Christian  history  is  enough  to  prove  this.  The  first 
Gospel,  that  of  St.  Matthew,  was  not  written  till  five  years  after  the  ascension,  and 
then  in  Hebrew  only.  In  Greek  it  did  not  exist  for  five  or  six  years  later ;  that  is, 
for  ten  years  at  least  none  of  the  four  Gospels,  as  we  possess  them,  was  written. 
The  second  Gospel,  that  of  St.  Mark,  was  written  about  the  same  time.  The  third 
twenty-four  years  after.  For  the  first  twenty  years  there  wrere  only  twro  Gospels, 
and  those  in  Greek.  The  fourth  Gospel,  that  of  St.  John,  was  not  written  till 
about  sixty  years  after  the  ascension.  Where,  then,  till  the  end  of  the  first  century, 
or  for  two  generations  of  men,  were  the  four  Gospels  which  the  people  seem  to 
imagine  wei’e  distributed  by  the  twelve  Apostles  to  their  converts  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  ?  The  earliest  of  the  Epistles  v/as  written  about  fifteen  years  after  our 
Lord’s  ascension — the  latest  more  than  thirty  years  after  that  event.  * 


*  The  following  are  the  dates  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  according  to 
the  ordinary  Catholic  and  Protestant  authorities.  Either  will  equally  establish  the 
argument  of  the  text,  as  they  differ  but  very  slightly  : 


Rheim’s 

Home’s  Intr. 

Eng.  Vers. 

to  the  Script. 

A.  D. 

A.  D. 

St.  Matthew, 

.  39 

38 

St.  Mark,  . 

.  43 

61 

St.  Luke, 

. •  57 

63 

St.  J ohn,  . 

.  96 

97 

The  Acts, 

...  ' .  63 

63 

Romans, 

.  57 

58 

1  Corinthians, 

.  57 

57 

2  Corinthians, 

.  57 

58 

Galatians, 

56 

53 

Ephesians . 

.  62 

61 

Philippians, 

.  62 

62 

Colossians, 

.  62 

62 

1  Thessalonians,  ... 

.  52 

52 

2  Thessalonians, 

.  52 

52 

1  Timothy, 

.  66 

64 

2  Timothy,  . 

66 

66 

Titus,  . 

.  66 

64 

Philemon, 

— 

62 

Hebrews, 

...  '  ...  '  ...  62 

62 

60 
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“But  all  these  books  are  limited  in  their  scope.  Even  the  four  Gospels  treat 
only  of  the  incarnation  and  earthly  life  of  Jesus.  The  Book  of  Acts  is  only  a 
fragment  of  the  history  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  The  Epistles  are;  local  and 
occasional,  and  even  private  and  personal  in  their  nature.  And  all  these  books  for 
generations  were  known  only  by  those  parts  of  the  Church  to  which  they  were  dedi¬ 
cated  and  entrusted.  They  were  not  collected  into  a  volume;  that  is,  the  New 
Testament,  as  men  call  it,  did  not  exist  till  a  hundred  years  at  least  after  the 
ascension.  During  all  this  century  martyrs,  confessors,  saints  and  penitents  multi¬ 
plied  in  all  the  world.  The  Apostolic  mission  had  become  an  universal  tradition. 
The  Church  on  earth  rested  on  the  sunrise  and  the  sunset,  upon  Spain  and  upon 
India.  The  heavenly  Court  had  already  received  the  saints  of  three  generations  of 
men.  But  during  all  this  time  what  was  the  source  of  their  Christianity,  and  what 
its  support?  Certainly  no  book  ;  not  even  the  New  Testament  Scripture,  but  the 
New  Testament  ‘inspirit  and  in  truth,’  the  revelation  of  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
given  and  sustained  by  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Church,  the  divine 
and  perpetual  teacher  of  the  world.  This  is  the  original,  of  which  the  written 
Scripture  is  but  the  partial  and  subsequent  transcript,  recognising,  indeed,  the 
whole  circle  of  divine  truths,  and  the  whole  order  of  divine  facts  in  the  faith  and 
Church  of  God  upon  earth,  but  reciting  only  portions,  and  pointing  to  the  living: 
and  Divine  Teacher  as  the  only  guide  into  all  truth.” 


